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A REPORT ON THE PUBLIC ARCHIVES.1 


BY BENJAMIN F. SHAMBAUGH. 


a: 
GENERAL INFORMATION. 


It is a notorious fact that England and the European gov- 
ernments have given far more attention to the care and pres- 
ervation of Public Archives and expended much larger sums 
for this and other historical purposes than have the National 
and State governments of the United States.2 Indeed, the 
condition of the Public Archives of the National and State 
governments of the United States has been (with some few 
exceptions) one of neglect rather than of care, of disorder 
rather than of systematic arrangement. Even Canada has 
taken steps in advance of the United States. Fortunately, 
however, within the last decade there has been evidenced a 
larger interest in American Puble Archives, which in con- 
siderable measure has been inspired by and through the 
American Historical Association. 

It was at the Washington meeting of the American His- 
torical Association (in 1891) that Prof. J. Franklin Jameson 
1ead a paper on The Expenditures of Foreign Governments 


. 1lIowa City, Iowa, September 18, 1906. 

To the Trustees of the State Library and Historical Department of Iowa. 

Gentlemen: Complying with your request for information and suggestions 
relative to the care and preservation of Public Archives and, more specifically, 
_for recommendations relative to the installation of a Hall of Public Archives 
in Iowa under the provisions of ‘‘An Act providing for the care and permanent 
preseryation of the public archives, and making an appropriation therefor,’’ 
enacted by the Thirty-first General Assembly and approved April 10, 1906, 
I have the honor-to submit herewith a report with recommendations. 
a Very respectfully, 

BENJ. F. SHAMBAUGH. 


2The Expenditures of Foreign Governments in Behalf of History, in the 
Annual Report.of the American Historical Association for 1891, p. 33. 
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in Behalf of History in which the attention of students and 
the government was called to what was not being done in the 
United States by a discussion of what was being accomplished 
elsewhere. At a meeting of this same Association, which was 
held at Chicago in December, 1893, Mrs. Ellen Hardin Wal- 
worth’s paper on The Value of National Archives (which, 
after referring to the attitude of other Nations, deplored the 
neglect of Archives in America) provoked a general discus- 
sion which led to the appointment of a committee of nine 
to memorialize Congress on the establishment of a Depart- 
ment of Archives.* 

In reporting the discussion of Mrs. Walworth’s paper, 
Dr. W. F. Poole said in The Independent: ‘‘The historical 
papers in the State Department are not accessible to the 
historical student except as a special favor, and they are not 
arranged, classified, and calendared. The State Department 
has no space for historical archives and no archivist who 
understands their management or has time to give to the 
needs of historical investigators. Indeed, these are not the 
functions of the State Department. At Ottawa, however, 
Canada has a department of archives; it is an excellent one, 
and under the charge of a most competent archivist. Ameri- 
ean historians, when they need to consult the original docu- 
ments relating to our own history, often go to Ottawa to see 
papers which should be in Washington.’’ 

It was to correct such popular misapprehensions as those 
entertained by Dr. Poole that Mr. Andrew Hussey Allen, 
Chief of the Bureau of Rolls and Library (Department of 
State, Washington, D. C.), presented, at the meeting of the 
American Historical Association in 1894, a paper on The 
Historical Archives of the Department of State.* 

These papers and the discussions which they provoked 
bore fruit when on December 27, 1895, the American Histori- 
eal Association established an Historical Manuscripts Com- 
mission ‘‘charged to collect information regarding manuseript 
materials relating to American history, especially those which 


1 Annual Report of the American Historical Association for 1893, pp. 4, 27. 
2 Annual Report of the American Historical Association for 1894, p. 281. 


as) 
J 

co 

= 2 

a= ; Be She 

he ia: 

YO ae ae ‘ 5 

fe 

3 - per Sa 

Phe . a 


® 


Shue 


\ 
aE a 


a 


SVONT LYASOU--HONH3AOD WINOLIMHSL LSHl4 JHL JO NOILVYLSININGY 3HL 4O S3AIHOYV 3HL WOUS 


wy Free 9 O""C$E sop yb 
7 Ww 


Olen range G BLY ies a 


me. 
> 


peng 


a 


THE PUBLIC ARCHIVES, 563 


are in the hands of private persons or institutions, to report 
- . . . to the Association respecting the same, and in 
general to perform, mutatis mutandis, such services with re- 
spect to American history as have been performed with re- 
spect to British history by the Royal Commission on Historical 
Manuscripts first appointed by the Queen of Great Britain 
1903869.’ + 

The plans and the accomplishments, as well as the valu- 
able and useful data collected by the Historical Manuscripts 
Commission, are found in its Reports as published in the 
Annual Reports of the American Historical Association. 
These reports, which contain many valuable side lights on 
Public Archives, or on materials closely related thereto, are 
as follows: 

First Report of the Historical Manuscripts Commission of 
the American Historical Association: Contains ‘‘A list of 
printed guides to and descriptions of Archives and other 
repositories of historical manuscripts.’’ * 

Second Annual Report of the Historical Manuscripts Com- 
mission of the American Historical Association: Contains a 
ealendar of ‘‘The Colonial Assemblies and their legislative 
journals.’’ * 

Third Annual Report of the Historical Manuscripts Com- 
gmussion: Contains ‘‘Items respecting historical manuscripts 
in libraries and archives’’; also a ‘‘Guide to the items relating 
to American history in the reports of the English Historical 
Manuscripts Commission and their appendixes.’’ * 

Fourth Annual Report of the Historical Manuscripts Com- 
mission: Contains the ‘‘Correspondence of John C. Cal- 
hhoun.’’® 

Fifth Annual Report of the Historical Manuscripts Com- 


1 Annual Report of the American Historical Association for 1896, Vol. Ey. ps 
-A6T. ‘ : 

2 Annual Report of the American Historical Association for 1896, Vol. I, p. 
A6T. ; 

3 Annual Report of the American Historical Association for 1897, p. 399. 

4 Annual Report of the American Historical Association for 1898, p. 567. 

5 Annual Report of the American Historical Association for 1899, Vol. II, 


:p. 3. 
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mission: Contains ‘‘Additional items respecting historical 
manuscripts.’ * 

Sixth Report of the Historical Manuscripts ani tons 
Contains the ‘‘Diary and correspondence of Salmon P. 
Chase.’’ ? 

But of more importance than the calattimumiant of the 
Historical Manuscripts Commission, and bearing more di- 
rectly on the problems of the care, preservation, and publica- 
tion of Public Archives, was the provision made in December, 
1899, at the Boston meeting of the American Historical Asso- 
ciation, for a Public Archives Commission which was 
‘‘charged to investigate and report, from the point of view 
of historical study, upon the character, contents and fune- 
tions of our public repositories of manuscript records, and 
having power to appoint local agents in each State, through 
whom their inquiries may be in part conducted.’’ It was 
further understood at the outset that, in view of the existence 
of the Historical Manuscripts Commission, ‘‘the Public 
Archives Commission was to limit itself to an examination 
of documentary material of a public or governmental nature. 
such as is usually meg ee under the head of archives, public 
records, or state papers.’ 

Soon after its establishment agents or representatives of 
the Public Archives Commission were appointed in a number 
of the states as ‘‘ Adjunct Members of the Commission.’’ The 
undersigned has served as the Adjunct Member from Iowa 
since the first appointments were made in 1900. 

The first work of this Publie Archives Commission was 
a preliminary investigation of State records, the nature of 
which is best set forth in the following circular which was ad- 
dressed to Adjunct Members as a general guide: 

The Public Archives Commission was appointed at the meeting of 


the American Historical Association at Boston, December 27-29, 1899. 
The purpose of the commission is to examine into the condition and 


OF erie Report of the American Historical Association for 1900, Vol. I, 
p. ; 


‘ 2 Annual Report of the American Historical Association for 1902, Vol. II, 
nh 


& Ry 3 Annual Report of the American Historical Association for 1900, Vol. II, 
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character of the public records of the United States, of the several 
States, and of important local communities, with a view to obtaining 
and publishing such information concerning them as will make the 
records more generally known and more easily available for students. 
The commission is not intended to be a medium for the publication of 
archives, nor does it aim to supplant the various State record commis- 
sions, and other similar agencies, already existing. Its objects are, 
rather, the compilation of information, as full and detailed as possible, 
regarding the particular class of American historical material generally 
known as archives or public records, the preparation of such catalogues 
or finding lists as may be deemed useful, and the unification and im- 
provement, so far as its influence as an advisory body can be made effee- 
tive, of methods of publishing, arranging, and preserving official docu- 
mentary material. 

Tt is proposed to begin the work of the commission with ‘a prelim- 
inary examination of State records and of the records of a few local 
communities of especial importance. The substance of the information 
gathered by means of this preliminary survey will be laid before the 
association in the form of a printed report. It is the intention to carry 
on this work in such a way as to make it harmonize with such future 
work, of a more extended character, as the commission expects to do. 

It has seemed best, in organizing so large an undertaking, to appoint 
in each State and Territory an adjunct member. The adjunct member 
is the accredited representative of the commission, and the person pri- 
marily responsible for the conduct of the preliminary investigation re- 
ferred to above, and for other related work of the commission within 
the jurisdiction assigned to him. The appointment of adjunct members 
is for one year, subject to renewal where mutually satisfactory. 

In States whose archives are of great extent or especial importance, 
or in which the records of local communities have marked general in- 
terest, it is desirable to designate one or more associate members to co- 
operate with the adjunct member. Such associate members will be 
appointed by the commission, in general upon the advice of the adjunct 
member for the State concerned, and will be primarily responsible to 
the adjunct member in the prosecution of their work. Adjunct members 
are urged to inform themselves as early as possible of the need of such 
additional assistance, and of the work of associate members as it pro- 


~ geeds. 


In order that the work of investigation and report may be syste- 
matically carried on and the time and effort of those engaged in it 
utilized to the best advantage, the following suggestions have been drawn 
up as indicating the method of procedure which it is deemed best to 
follow. These suggestions are, of course, subject to modification to meet 
special conditions in particular States; and the commission will weleome 
suggestions from adjunct members regarding such modification. It is 
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very desirable, however, that the suggestions be followed as closely as 
possible, and that no radical change of procedure be made without previ- 
ous consultation with the commission. 

The following points will indicate the general nature of the work 
contemplated: 

1. Ags an indispensable preliminary to their work, adjunct members 
should make themselves acquainted at the outset with the statutory 
provisions in their respective States regarding the reports required to 
be submitted by public officers, the documents required to be printed, 
and the preservation, custody, and examination of records. Where record 
commissions or archivists have been appointed, or special provision has: 
been made for the publication of any particular portion of the records, 
the powers and duties of the various officials concerned should be care- 
fully ascertained. A summary of the information gathered under this 
head should be included in the formal report. 

2. By the term ‘‘publie archives’’ is to be understood all docu- 
mentary material of a governmental or official character, excluding all 
matter of a strictly personal or private sort. Under the head of archives 
come the journals and proceedings of legislative assemblies, all papers 
known in general as ‘‘ public documents,’’ reports of State officials, re- 
ports of legislative committees, reports of State commissions, statutes 
or session laws, and occasional publications such as census reports, topo- 
graphical surveys, etc., published by State authority. Reports and pub- 
lications emanating from or relating to the executive and judicial de- 
partments, as well as those primarily legislative in their origin, are 
ineluded in this classification. Personal journals and private correspond- 
ence do not fall within the scope of the commission’s work, but official 
correspondence and letter books are included in it. 

3. As the present examination is a preliminary one, it is not ex- 
pected that anything like a complete catalogue of these archives will 
be attempted. The report of the adjunct member, however, should give, 
with as much precision as possible— 

(1) The number of volumes or parcels of each of the various classes 
of records found, with the dates which each includes. The classifica- 
tion must depend upon the practice of each State, and no rule of uni- 
formity can be laid down; but such indications as session laws, senate 
journals, house journals, committee reports, treasurers’ reports, land- 
office papers, school reports, letter books, miscellaneous documents, etc., 
will indicate the kind of subdivision to be followed. 

(2) An indication of what parts of the records in each of these 
divisions are in print and what parts are in manuscript. 

(3) A general statement of the chief contents of miscellaneous col- 
lections. 

(4) An indication of such records, other than purely formal ones, 
as appear to have especial historical value. 


—_—— 
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(5) An indication of such records as are wanting in the official 
collection, together with information as to whether such records have 
been lost or destroyed or are to be found elsewhere. 

4. A general statement, as detailed as circumstances may dictate, 
should be made with regard to the condition of the records; in particu- 
lar, whether they are securely housed and protected, whether bound or 
unbound, whether conveniently arranged for consultation, or the con- 
trary. 

5. In the ease of States which have been either colonies or Terri- 
tories, the examination should extena to the earlier as well as the later 
period. In case it is found impracticable, for any reason, to carry the 
examination at present over the whole period, the commission will be 
glad to have the advice of the adjunct member as to the period to which 
attention should first be paid. 

6. In ease catalogues or finding lists for any portion of the State 
or local archives are available, every advantage should be taken of their 
assistance. It is especially requested that copies of such printed guides, 
or of any other similar matter relating to the records, be transmitted 
to the commission with the formal report. 

7. It will be a convenience if reports can be made on paper not 
exceeding 8 by 10 inches in measurement, and written upon one side 
of the sheet only. 

8. The association has been able to place at the disposal of the 
commission, as yet, only a small sum of money, barely sufficient to 
cover the necessary expenses of printing, postage, and clerical service; 
and the work must be, for all connected with it, mainly a labor of love. 
Adjunct members, therefore, should not incur expenses on behalf of 
te commission without previous authorization. It is hoped that the 
necessary expenses of postage and stationery may be reimbursed. In 
case it is deemed advisable to ineorporate with the report catalogues 
or documents only to be obtained by purchase, the commission should 
first be consulted before the purchase is made. 

9. It is hardly necessary to say that, in approaching publie officials 
and custodians of archives, the utmost care should be taken to secure 
at the outset their cordial cooperation. The commission is entirely de- 
pendent upon the good will of such persons in carrying on its work, 
and it hopes to place at their disposal the information at its command, 
and the published results of its investigations, as rapidly as the same 
ean be made available. In case the custodian of the records to be exam- 
ined is not personally known to the adjunct or associate member, it is 
suggested that a letter of introduction be obtained, where practicable. 
In any ease, there is usually much to be gained by a frank statement 
of the purposes of the commission, and of the intention to make its 
work generally useful.t 


1 Annual Report of the American Historical Association for 1900, Vol. I, 
p. 9. 
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In accordance with the spirit and general principles of 
this circular separate reports were made in 1900 on the Publie 
Archives of the following States: Connecticut, Indiana, Lowa, 
Massachusetts, Michigan, Nebraska, New York, North Caro- 
lina, Pennsylvania, and Wisconsin. In 1901 similar reports 
were made for the City and County of Philadelphia, North 
Carolina, and Texas. In 1902 a report was submitted from 
Oregon, and also a description of the Bexar Archives (in 
Texas). The next year the report of the Commission con- 
tained special reports on the Publie Archives of Colorado, 
Georgia, New Jersey, Rhode Island, and Virginia. While in 
1904 there were added to the list reports from Alabama, 
Georgia, Kansas, North Carolina, and Pennsylvania. 

These reports on State Archives vary in thoroughness. 
Some are simply brief preliminary outlines, while others are 
quite exhaustive statements. Among the more complete are 
the reports on New York, Rhode Island, Pennsylvania, City 
and County of Philadelphia, Alabama, and Georgia. 

Moreover the activities of the Public Archives Commis- 
sion have not been limited merely to investigations and re- 
ports. Eneouragement has been given to efforts to secure 
legislation providing for the better care and preservation of 
the Public Archives of both the National and the State gov- 
ernments. Bearing upon this problem and throwing some 
light upon conditions as they exist is the following House 
Report No. 1767 (Fifty-sixth Congress, 1st Session) on the 
Perpetuation and Preservation of the Archives and Public 
Records of the Several States and Territories, and of the 
United States which was based upon memoranda furnished by 
the Commission : 

The Committee on the Library, to whom was referred House bill 
11429, respectfully report: 


This bill (H. R. 11429) ealls upon the Ameriean Historical Assoei- 
ation to investigate the character and condition of the archives and 
public records of the several States and Territories, and of the United 
States, and to report to Congress the results of such investigation, to- 
gether with the recommendation of such legislation as may seem appro- 
priate in the premises. For defraying the necessary expenses involved 
in such investigation the bill appropriates the sum of $5,000. It is 
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further provided that no member of the American Historical Association 
shall receive any compensation for his services in connection with the 
said investigation and report other than the reimbursement of necessary 
expenses, including clerical assistance, actually incurred. 

The subject to which the bill before the committee relates is not now 
for the first time brought to the attention of Congress. The necessity 
of making adequate provision for the preservation of the public records, 
not only of the United States, but also of the several States, has been 
more than once emphasized and the action of Congress solicited in that 
behalf. Thus far, however, Congress has not taken the affirmative action 
necessary to bring about the result desired. 

In 1887 a commission, composed of the .Secretary of State, the 
Librarian of Congress, and the Secretary of the Smithsonian Institu- 
tion, and their successors in office, was appointed (sundry civil act, 
approved March 3, 1887) and directed to report to Congress the character 
of the historical and other manuscripts belonging to the National Gov- 
ernment, and the method and policy to be pursued in editing and pub- 
lishing the same, or any of them. It does not appear, however, that 
this commission ever met, and the report contemplated by Congress was, 
in consequence, never submitted. 

In 1894 the military records in the various Executive Departments 
relating to the field operations during the Revolutionary war and the 
war of 1812 were ordered to be transferred to the custody of the Secre- 
tary of War, and the indexing of these invaluable papers has since been 
successfully carried through, By the same act the Secretary of State 
was directed (sundry civil act, approved August 18, 1894), to cause the 
Revolutionary archives in his department to be examined, and to report 
to Congress what portions of them were worthy of publication, the 
number of printed volumes they would make, and the estimated cost 
of editing and publishing the same. In response to this direction the 
Secretary of State recommended that the documents in question be 
printed in 50 volumes-and estimated the cost at $100,750. This im- 
portant work has not yet received the favorable consideration of Con- 
gress. 

A cursory examination of the condition of the national archives at 
Washington, the investigation of which is contemplated by the bill 
before us, has convinced your committee that the improvement of the 
conditions which have for a long time prevailed ought no longer to be 
delayed. Documents of the utmost legal importance affecting personal 
and governmental interests of great magnitude, are scattered about 
among the different Executive Departments and bureaus, and are often 
stored under conditions which not only make access to them difficult, 
but also open the way to the mutilation or loss of the documents. them- 
selves. With the exception of military and naval records, no sufficient 
provision has yet been made by law for preserving this material or 
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for making it available to those having a right to use it. Moreover, 
records relating to the same general subject are in some cases divided 
between two or more custodians, while important portions of valuable 
papers are not infrequently found to have disappeared altogether or to 
be in the possession of some individual or society in another part of 
the country. Where one would naturally expect system and unity there 
too often prevails, as there has long prevailed, much diversity. 

Your committee feel that they do not state the case too strongly 
in saying that at present no lawyer or historical student desiring to 
consult the archives of the National Government can feel in advance: 
any assurance that the papers to which he wishes access are to be 
found in the place in Washington where they would naturally be sup- 
posed to be, or even that they are actually in the possession of ‘the: 
United States at all. Only by long and detailed correspondence, or by 
coming to the national capital and making the rounds of the different 
departments and depositories, can the material in question commonly 
be got at; and even after this expenditure of time and money and 
labor the documents sought may turn out to have been lost or the 
custody of them have become vested in somebody else. 

There are not lacking illustrations of the impairment, loss, or dis- 
persion of national records which have resulted from the lack of suit- 
able provision for their arrangement and safe-keeping. Until very lately 
great quantities of manuscripts have been stored in various parts of the 
Capitol building without order or system, exposed to the ravages of 
mice, dirt, and dampness, and subject to mutilation or even theft by 
interested persons. Fortunately for the interests of the Government, 
these important papers have now been committed to the custody of the 
Library of Congress, where they will in the course of time be cleaned, 
catalogued, and suitably preserved; but there appears to be good reason 
for thinking that an examination of the papers will show that the files: 
are now far from complete. 

It is a matter of common observation, also, that manuscripts of offi- 
cial documents, especially those of the years prior to 1861, are con- 
stantly appearing at auction sales in the large cities, and are being 
bought by libraries, historical societies, and individuals, and scattered 
in this way about the country. The United States has itself bought, 
at a cost of many thousands of dollars, various collections of papers, 
many of which were of an official and publie character. 

The committee are clear that such conditions are discreditable, and 
ought no longer to exist. No country in the world has, relatively, such 
extensive documentary material for its history as is possessed by the 
United States. In no country can the lawyer or the historian feel so 
sure that the data which he desires is actually in existence, if only he 
can find where it is now kept. 


There can be no need of argument to show that the legal and his- 
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torieal papers of the United States should no longer be scattered about 
among a number of bureaus which, for the time being, happen to have 
the custody of them, or held under conditions which made possible im- 
pairment or loss, and made available for use only to such extent as the 
courtesy and devotion of the custodians, unaided by suitable appropria- 
tions, succeed in achieving. There should certainly be some place at 
the national capital where the records of the National Government can 
assuredly be found, where they can be dealt with in a manner befitting 
their inestimable importance, and where those persons who have oceasion 
to consult them can be provided with suitable facilities and be assured 
that they have before them all the material that there is on the particu- 
lar subject in hand. 

The conditions which prevail in the several States are, as a whole, 
even more unsatisfactory than those which characterize the archives of 
the United States. With a few exceptions the disadvantages which exist 
in the one field exist also in the other. Hardly any State possesses at 
present complete files, either in manuscript or in print, of its own records. 
Some of the records appear never to have been systematically preserved. 
Some have been lost. Some are in the possession of other States or 
of the National Government. Large portions still exist in manuscript 
only, while others, the originals of which have disappeared, are in 
printed volumes now scarce and virtually impossible of replacement. 

Many New Hampshire documents, noted as lacking in the official 
edition of the State Papers, are in the Library of Congress, having been 
acquired when the library of Peter Force was purchased, in 1867. 

Many early Maryland documents seem to have disappeared in con- 
nection with the researches of Scharf, the historian of the State. The 
notable collections of Peter Force and Joseph Sparks appear, however, 
to have been enriched in the same way. Many of the Maryland papers 
are now in the Library of Congress. 

The vicissitudes which the archives of Virginia have undergone illus- 
trate the way in which State archives disappear, afterwards coming to 
light in another jurisdiction. Jefferson, appreciating their value to the 
State and to the United States, collected all the early legal and other 
documents that he could find. These formed the basis of the first and 
part of the second volume of Hening’s Statutes at Large. When Jef- 
ferson sold his library to Congress, in 1815, many of his manuscripts 
came along with the other books; but he retained some of them, and 
when, in 1829, his second library was sold at auction in Washington, 
these invaluable manuscripts were also disposed of. By good fortune 
they eventually found their way to the Library of Congress. Among 
these papers were the records of the Virginia Company of London, 1619- 
1624, and the minutes of the proceedings of the Virginia council from 


1622 to 1627. 
Many of the early official records of North Carolina, South Carolina, 
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and Georgia are in the English Public Records Office, London. Those 
of Georgia have not yet been transcribed or calendared. 

The archives of Ohio are in a very confused condition, with many 
gaps in the files, due in part to the burning of the old statehouse in 
the early part of the century. 

A typical case of the loss of important records through ignorance 
and carelessness is found in Nebraska. Some time since the janitors 
at the capitol, in the course of their cleaning, found a box of manu- 
scripts, and concluding that they were of no value, burned them. As 
near as can be made out, the entire records of the constitutional conven- 
tion of 1875 went up in smoke. 

The Spanish records of the Southwest, while largely collected at 
Santa Fe, are still, in many cases, scattered among the towns of New 
Mexico and Arizona, while many have passed into private hands. The 
importance of these papers will readily occur to anyone who remembers 
the millions of dollars involved in land-grant suits before the United 
States courts, the decision of which has turned upon the possession of 
documentary evidence of the kind we are considering. 

The archives of California are scattered throughout the State, im- 
portant portions of them being in the charge of local custodians. 

The commissioners’ court of Bexar County, Tex., recently acquired 
a great mass of records, many of them in French and Spanish, and ag- 
gregating between 300,000 and 400,000 pages. These papers, which are 
now in the custody of the University of Texas, are of great importance 
for the early history of the State, and its relations to Louisiana while 
that region was under French control, and later to the United States. 

The public records in the possession of the State of Louisiana are 
very defective, fire having destroyed the State capitol building at least 
once since 1847. Many of the most important printed papers are now 
to be found in the State and Howard libraries at New Orleans. 

The records of Florida, Alabama, Mississippi, Louisiana, and Texas 
contain large quantities of French and Spanish papers, few of which 
have yet been translated, and most of which exist only in manuscript. 
These papers are of special importance in eases involving title to land. 

Taking the States as a whole, the original thirteen States have been 
most active in collecting and preserving their early records; but, as has 
been shown, the results are still very far from complete. The Southern 
States have done relatively much less than the others in this direction, 
while the Central and Western States, with some exceptions, seem not 
always to have realized the importance of their documentary material, 
and, in consequence, not to have taken sufficient pains to preserve it 
and make it available for future needs. 

In the matter of publishing State records, particularly those of earlier 
date, the committee find that, while praiseworthy efforts have been made 
in this direction and considerable sums of money have been expended, 
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the results have not always been all that could be desired. A cursory 
examination is sufficient to show that the work has been carried on under 
the most diverse theories as to the way in which legal and historical 
papers ought to be edited. Some important early records, for example, 
have been published in summary or extract only, although it is obvious 
that no editor, however learned, can forecast the future sufficiently to 
tell what documents or parts of documents later investigators will need 
to use. The records of North Carolina, now in course of publication, 
and likely to extend to nearly 20 volumes, are thus far without either 
table of contents or index, and, although a comprehensive index to the 
series is promised, the volumes thus far published are practically useless 
until the index volume shall appear. 

Some editors have assumed to modernize the older documents, or 
to correct what they assumed to be errors in the text; others have printed 
the documents verbatim, even to the extent of reproducing the archaic 
typography. Some have equipped their editions with valuable notes, 
thus greatly facilitating their use; others have provided no helps of any 
kind, but have left the reader to work his way through the difficulties 
as best he could. Records in languages other than English have some- 
times been reprinted in translation, unaccompanied by a reprint of the 
original by which the accuracy of the translation could be tested. In 
numerous cases reprints, otherwise of the utmost usefulness, have been 
issued without the seal of official authentication, and, consequently, are 
not free from question when introduced in court proceedings. 

What has been said regarding the desirability of access to the 
records of the National Government in Washington seems to your com- 
mittee to apply with almost equal force to the records of the States. 
It does not appear that sets of the published records of the several 


- States are now available in Washington or can he consulted here by 


members of Congress and others having occasion to make use of them. 
While partial sets of more recent State documents are to be found in 
the Library of Congress, and statutes and judicial decisions commonly 
find place in various law libraries, anything like a file of printed State 
or Territorial archives is not, so far as we know, to be had. Hardly 
a day passes in which some member of Congress has not need of exam- 
ining material of this character, but he can not be sure of finding it in 
Washington, and must spend time and money in obtaining it from 
a distance, if, indeed, he is so fortunate as to be able to obtain it at all. 

Your committee think that there should be at the capital of the 
United States, either in the Library of Congress or in some other deposi- 
tory, copies of the official publications of the States and Territories as 
well as of the United States. Every member of Congress, every head 
of a department or bureau, every lawyer, and every historical investi- 
gator ought to be assured that at the capital of the nation he can find 
either the originals or authenticated copies of such documentary ma- 
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terial relating to the history of the United States as he may wish to use, 
and that it is no longer necessary for him to write to official after official, 
and take long and expensive journeys from State to State, in an uncer- 
tain search for the particular archives he may need to consult. 

} The committee do not, of course, assume that the United States can 
exercise any direct authority over the custody or publication of State 
records, nor do they feel that any wholesale publication of State records 
by the United States would be advisable. Neither of these points is con- 
templated in the bill before us. The committee are confident, however, 
that to give national sanction to such an undertaking as is here proposed 
would be the surest way to secure the cooperation of custodians and 
archivists in every State, and that it would contribute powerfully to 
substitute order and system for the confusion and lack of unity which 
now prevail. 

The committee feel, further, that while the importance of having both 
State and national records easily accessible in Washington is very great, 
and the matter one to which Congress should give immediate attention, 
definite action in that direction would be inadvisable without a pre- 
liminary examination of the material to be dealt with, and an indication, 
based upon the results of such examination, of the course of procedure 
proper to be taken. What the situation needs is not spasmodic or 
irregular treatment, but adherence to a comprehensive and well-ordered 
plan based upon a detailed exhibit of the conditions to be dealt with. 
The committee think, therefore, that a preliminary investigation such as 
is here contemplated is the proper step first to be taken. 

The bill designates the American Historical Association as the 
agency through which this preliminary investigation shall be conducted. 
The American Historical Association was incorporated by an act of Con- 
gress approved January 4, 1889, has its principal office at Washington, 
and transmits an annual report to Congress, through the Secretary of 
the Smithsonian Institution. It seems to your committee appropriate 
that an undertaking of this character, demanding as it does expert legal 
and historical knowledge and familiarity with the use of manuscripts 
and documents, should be intrusted to such a body. While, however, the 
committee have official assurance that the American Historical Associa- 
tion is prepared to undertake the work in case Congress sees fit to devolve 
the work upon it, they think it proper to state that the bill now in ques- 
tion did not originate with the association. 


The association is not approaching Congress with a request for a’ 


grant of public money to aid in carrying on some work of its own more 
or less closely related to the public welfare. On the contrary, the only 
connection of the association with the measure is that of a great national 
learned society which is willing to place its resources at the disposal of 
the National Government for the performance of an important service, 


if Congress will reimburse its necessary expenses to the small amount 
stated in the bill. 


THE PUBLIC ARCHIVES. iD 


For the various reasons herein stated your committee are of the 
opinion that the work contemplated by this bill is one which it is the duty 


of Congress to take up; and they accordingly report the bill with the 
recommendation that it do pass.1 


The bill referred to in this report did not become a law; 
but steps have been taken in the direction of the establishment 
of a department, bureau, or division of Public Archives at 
Washington and a site for a depository of public records has 
already been secured. 

It would, of course, be difficult to measure the influence 
or trace the results of the work of the Public Archives Com- 
mission of the American Historical Association since its estab- 
lishment in December, 1899. Through its Reports the Com- 
mission has certainly revealed the almost universal neglect 
of archives in the United States, made plain the ‘‘imperative 
necessity of a more rational and scientific treatment of docu- 
mentary material,’’ and aroused an intelligent interest in 
the care and use of Public Archives. As published in the 
Annual Reports of the American Historical Association the 
printed Reports of the Commission are as follows: 

[First] Report of the Public Archives Commission? 

[Second] Report of the Public Archives Commission.* 

[Third] Report of the Public Archives Commission.* 

[Fourth| Report of the Public Archives Commission.® 

[Fifth] Report of the Public Archives Commission.® 

As a natural result of a more general appreciation of the 
real value and vital historical importance of the Public 
Archives a number of the States have in recent years taken 
steps looking toward the better care and preservation of their 
publie records. But this number is still small; and in most 
cases the records and official documents still simply accumu- 


1Taken from Annual Report of the American Historical Association ae 


1900, Vol. II, p. 16. 

2 Annual Report of the American Historical Association for 1900, Vol. II, 
* Annual Report of the American Historical Association for 1901, Vol. II, 
“ gene Report of the American Historical Association for 1902, Vol. I, 
es eae Report of the American Historical Association for 1903, Vol. I, 
m eee Report of the American Picieriee! Association for 1904, p. 481. 


576 ANNALS OF IOWA. 


late in the offices to which they pertain. Hlere they are too 
often regarded as so much useless material to be stored or 
dumped into dark rooms or corners where they are left to 
the destructive agencies of dust and mould. A comparative 
view of the States in which special provision has been made 
for the care and preservation of the Public Archives reveals 
three general plans or methods of solving the problem. 

First. The plan of making the office of the Secretary of 
State the principal repository of the important state papers 
and records. Massachusetts, perhaps, affords the best illus- 
tration of this plan. Here a Division of Archives has been 
established in the office of the Secretary of State where the 
reeords are systematically arranged and carefully preserved 
in steel cases specially constructed for the purpose.t Fur- 
thermore, Massachusetts has taken up the problem of the 
eare and preservation of the local archives, and to that end 
has provided for a Commission of Publie Records.” 

Second. The plan of giving the State Library the custody 
of important collections of state papers and manuscripts. 
Pennsylvania and Virginia are illustrative of this method of 
handling the problem. 

Third. The plan of establishing a separate and independ- 
ent Department of Archives and History. In the adoption 
of this plan Alabama was the pioneer. Mississippi, however, 
soon followed in the steps of Alabama.* 


1 Report on the Public Archives of Massachusetts in the Annual Report of 
the American Historical Association for 1900, Vol. II, p. 47. 


2 Eighteen Reports on the Custody and Condition of the Public Records of 
the Parishes, Towns, and QOounties; also The Massachusetts Public Record Com- 
mission and its work, by Robert T. Swan, in the Annual Report of the Ameri- 
can Historical Association for 1901, Vol. I, p. 97. 


3 Report of State Librarian of Pennsylvania for 1903, pp. 14, 18, 91; Report 
of the State Librarian of Pennsylvania for 1904, p. 10; Report on the Public 
Archives of Pennsylvania in the Annual Report of the American Historical 
Association for 1900, Vol. II, p. 280, 1908, Vol. I, p. 411; The Virginia Ar- 
chives in the Annual Report of the American Historical Association for 1903, 
Vol. 1, p. 645; also Calendar of Transcripts and the Annual Report of the 
Department of Archives and History of Virginia for 1905. 


4The Establishment, Organization, Activities, and Aspiration of the De- 
partment of Archives and History of the State of Alabama; State Departments 
of Archives and History in the Annual Report of the American Historical As- 
sociation for 1904, p. 237; The Department of Archives and History of the 


State of Mississippi in the Annual Report of the: American Historical Associa- 
tion for 1903, Vol. I, p. 475. 
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Of these three plans or methods of caring for the Public 
Archives it is the opinion of the undersigned that the special 
department plan is the one to be preferred. 


i 
THE SITUATION IN IOWA. 


When the original Territory of Wisconsin was divided and 
the new Territory of Iowa established in 1838, the Public 
Archives for the period from 1836 to 1838 were taken from 
Burhngton and retained in the possession of the government 
of the Territory of Wisconsin. To-day these records are 
preserved in a vault in the basement of the Capitol at Madi- 
son, Wisconsin. The Public Archives as preserved in this 
State are, therefore, found to begin with the establishment of 
the Territory of Iowa in July, 18338. 

In a preliminary Report on the Public Archives of Iowa. 
made by the undersigned and published as a part of the first 
Report of the Public Archives Commission in the Annual 
Report of the American Historical Association for the year 
1900, it was pointed out that “‘the puble archives of Iowa 
are not complete for any period of the history of the State. 
While in some eases the papers or files have been lost or de- 
stroyed, in other cases no attempt seems to have been made 
to keep satisfactory records. The neglect, loss; and destruc- 
tion of documentary material may be accounted for (in part 
at least) by the frequent transfers of the Archives from place 
to place. The seat of government was first temporarily located 
at Burlington in 1838. It was removed to Iowa City in 1841. 
Iowa City remained the seat of government until 1857, when 
the Publie Archives were removed to the new capital, Des 
Moines. But changes in the seat of government were not the 
only occasions for transferring the Archives from place to 
place. Twice only were the papers removed from capital to 
eapital—from Burlington to Iowa City, and from Iowa City 
to Des Moines. Four times, however, were they carried from 
capitol to eapitol—from Old Zion Church, Burlington, to But- 
ler’s Capitol, Iowa City; from Butler’s Capitol, Iowa City, to 
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the Old Stone Capitol, Iowa City (1842) ; from the Old Stone 
Capitol, Iowa City, to the Old Capitol, Des Moines; and from 
the Old Capitol, Des Moines, to the present New Capitol, Des 
Moines (1883-1885). It is hardly surprising that, with such 
frequent removals, much valuable historical material should 
have disappeared.’”* 

Public attention seems to have been first consciously di- 
rected to the problem of the better care and preservation of 
the Public Archives of Iowa in a Report made by the Com- 
missioners who had been appointed to investigate the several 
State offices in 1858. The act under which the three Com- 
missioners were appointed provided ‘‘that the Governor of 
said State [Iowa] be and he is hereby authorized and em- 
powered and it is hereby made his duty to appoint a com- 
mission of three competent and safe accountants who shall 
examine the books, papers, vouchers, moneys, securities and 
other documents in the hands or possession or under the con- 
trol of each and every executive officer of said State, to make 
out a full, complete and specific statement of the transactions 
of each of said officers with, for, or on behalf of the State 
showing the true balance or balances in each and every case 
and report the same to the Governor with such suggestions as 
they may deem proper on or before the first day of June, 
1858.’ ? 

Although the act of the General Assembly contemplated a 
report of the Commissioners by June 1, 1858, they found 
that ‘‘the work was much more extended and laborious than 
had been anticipated’’ and so did not complete their investi- 
gations until later, when they submitted a report ‘‘for the 
years 1858 and 1859.’’* This document, which fills 147 pages, 
contains reports on the following State offices: 


Office of the Governor. 
Office of the Secretary of State. 


1 Report on the Publie Archives of Iowa, by Benjamin F. Shambaugh, in the 
Annual Report of the American Historical Association for 1900, Vol. IT, p. 39, 


2 Laws of Iowa, 1858, p. 410. 


8 Report of the Commissioners Appointed to Investigate the Several State 
Offices for the years 1858 and 1859 in the Legislative Documents for 1859-1860, 
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Office of the Auditor of State. 

Office of the Treasurer of State. 

Office of the Superintendent of Public Instruction. 

Office of the Register of State Lands. 

The reports on these offices show that the Commissioners 
paid considerable attention to the scope and condition of the 
public records which had been and were being preserved. 
Lists are given of the principal records, and mention is made 
of missing documents. To be sure the lists as given in the 
reports are not exhaustive enumerations of the papers and 
documents constituting the Public Archives, but they are, 
nevertheless, helpful to any one desiring information concern- 
ing the extent and condition of the early records. 

On February 9, 1860, a resolution was passed by the House 
of Representatives instructing the Committee on Public Build- 
ings ‘‘to enquire whether the papers, books, and records in 
the different offices in the Capitol building are safe from 
destruction by means of fire; and if not secure, to report to 


this House the best means of securing the same.’’+ The reso- 


lution was introduced by Representative D. D. Sabin; but the 
author and prime mover was none other than Mr. Charles 
Aldrich (at that time Chief Clerk of the House), who thus 
became the father of a movement which has eventually re- 
sulted in the establishment of a Hall of Public Archives. 

The Committee on Public Buildings reported through its 
Chairman, Mr. 8. B. Rosenkrans, the following resolution on 
February 18, 1860: 

Resolwed, That the committee on public buildings instructed to 
inquire whether the papers, books and records in the different offices in 
the Capitol Building are secure from destruction from fire; and if not 
secure, to report to this House the best means of securing the same; 

Beg leave to make the following report: That they have examined 
the various offices in the Capitol Building, and that most of the papers, 


‘pooks and records are not secure from destruction by means of fire. 


That in the office of Secretary of State, the original laws of the 
State, and the records, both State and Territorial, (all of which are of 
the greatest importance,) are entirely unprotected in case of fire. 

In-the State Land Office, the large number of books, papers and 


1 House Journal, 1860, p. 221. 
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records, which are entirely unproteeted from fire, imperatively demand 
some other safety than is now afforded. 

In all of the offices, there are many books, papers and records which 
cannot be put into the iron safes now in those offices. These affording 
but a limited protection, the present means are, therefore, entirely inade- 
quate to protect them properly. 

Your committee, therefore, have come to the conclusion that some 
further protection is imperatively demanded; and they are unable to 
devise any suitable way or means of protecting said property in the 
present building used as a Capitol building; and would recommend the 
erection of a suitable building, in Capitol Square, to cost............-. 
dollars; said building to be built of brick or stone, and two stories in 
height; one room, or rooms, to be made fire-proof, for the reception of 
such books, papers and records as shall be deemed necessary to place 
there for security. 

They would further recommend that a room in said building be fitted 
up for the use of the State Land Office, for the reason that a great share 
of the books and papers of the Land Office have to be in daily use; 
therefore requiring them to be near at hand; and by vacating the present 
room, it will give additional committee room. 

Your committee would recommend the using the upper story of said 
building as a paper and book warehouse, as the State has no place now 
for the storage of paper and books, except a small room in this building, 
and are now renting a warehouse, at a rent of fifteen dollars per month, 
besides the extra expense of drayage. 

Your committee would therefore recommend the building of such a 
building as would answer the purposes above enumerated, and that a 
suitable amount of money be appropriated for the purpose. All of which 
is respectfully submitted. S. B. RoSENKRANS, 

Chairman. 


This resolution was immediately recommitted to the same 
committee with instructions to report a bill. As a result the 
following act ‘‘ providing greater safety for books, papers and 
records belonging to the State’? was approved April 3, 1860: 


Srcrron 1, Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of 
Towa, ‘That the sum of three thousand five hundred ‘dollars be and is 
hereby appropriated for the purpose of erecting a building on Capitol 
Square, with fire proof vaults, for the reception of important books, 
papers and records belonging to the State, for the use of the State Land 
Office, and also for a paper warehouse, to be built under the direction of 
the Secretary of State, with the advice and consent of the Census Board. 


1 House Journal, 1860, p. 262. 
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Sec. 2. In no case shall the cost of said building exceed the sum of 
three thousand five hundred dollars. 

Sec. 38. This act to be in force from and after its publication in the 
Towa State Register, and Iowa State Journal.t 


The building with ‘‘fire proof vaults,’’ costing $3,500, 
which was erected in accordance with this act can not, of 
course, be regarded seriously as an adequate or safe repository 
of pubhe records. On the night of November 7, 1884, it was 
destroyed by fire. Indeed, it was not until the erection of the 
present State Capitol (completed about 1884) that the 
Archives of Iowa were placed in fire proof quarters. In this 
building vaults were constructed in connection with the prin- 
cipal offices for the accommodation of the manuscript 
Archives. But these vaults were not well lighted, and were 
without ventilation. They were soon filled with the rapidly 
increasing records of the State government. Furthermore, 
dust and the bad air of the closed vaults wrought destruction 
among the older state papers. To all cognizant of the condi- 
tions the necessity of a more rational system of caring for the 
Archives had been apparent for some time. 

In the April, 1901, number of the ANNALS oF Iowa, Mr. 
Charles Aldrich wrote the following with reference to “‘An 
Towa Hall of Archives’’: 


Tt is a most regrettable fact that so little care has been taken of the 
original copies of Iowa official papers after their use for the immediate 
purposes which called them into existence. This is an evil which seems 
to appertain to every administration since the old romantic days of 
Gen. Robert Lucas, our first Territorial Governor. The habit started in 
his time and has continued until now. In fact, these documents have 
peen considered ‘‘dead papers’? and almost worthless. In the majority 
of eases they have been doomed to immediate destruction. It is difficult 
for the public official, in the haste with which his duties are performed, 
to imagine for a moment that the paper which originates in his office 
ean have any real permanent value. They are, therefore, quickly put out 
of sight, and after that time are generally out of mind. It is true that 
very limited receptacles exist in connection with our present State 
offices for the preservation of important papers, but these are wholly 
inadequate to any general and systematic care of these documents. A 
document may have become a ‘‘ dead paper’’ for any present official 


1 Laws of Iowa, 1860, p. 118. 
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use or value and still for historical purposes may possess the highest 
value. Not long ago some copies of official papers from the British 
Museum came into our possession, which illustrate the point we are 
seeking to set forth. They were simply household expenses of one of 
the Henrys; mere lists of articles with their prices; not much different 
from a bill of goods from an old-fashioned general variety store. There 
were several points, however, upon which they threw considerable light. 
They showed to some extent the habits of their purchasers in the matters 
of food and clothing, the prices of many articles at that time, and the 
value of the money of that period as compared with our own. These 
papers had been used by one of the great English historians, and came 
into the possession of the writer for whatever value they might possess 
as out-of-the-way autographs. 

Some months ago Prof. ‘Shambaugh of the Iowa State University 
called at the Historical Rooms after he had been making researches in 
our Capitol building for original documents running back to Territorial 
times. His ‘‘finds’’ were quite interesting and valuable, though his 
opportunities for search had been quite limited. He said: ‘‘The time 
has come when we must have an Iowa Hall of Archives. Is there room 
for it in this building?’’ He was informed that the space in the present 
Historical Building was wholly pre-empted, and that there could be no 
accommodations for a Hall of Archives until the building was completed 
in accordance with the original plans. He then went on to mention 
briefly some of his important ‘‘finds’’ in the document room adjoining 
the Governor’s office. There are letters by Governor Lucas, with the 
original copies of a few of the Governors’ messages from early times 
until now. But these papers are packed in such close quarters that they 
can only be found after a great deal of patient labor. The professor 
was emphatic in his declaration that a ‘‘Hall of Archives’’ had become 
a public necessity, and that as a matter of course, it should be located 
at the capital. Since that date this project has been discussed by many 
leading men throughout the State and has everywhere met with great 
favor. In faet, we have not heard a single word of opposition. The 
realization of this idea can hardly come except through the completion 
of the Historical Building in which the requisite space can be provided. 
That department should be presided over by an expert, and as public 
State documents are brought into existence the original copies should 
be carefully preserved, filed and catalogued, so as to be available at a 
moment’s notice. It is a facet which will create surprise when we state 
it, that not one of the Iowa executive departments has a complete file 
_ of its own reports, nor do they possess the original copies. These reports 
are made to the Governor and, in accordance with the statute, are sent 
to the State printer. When the document is put into type and the 
proofs read and compared, the original copy goes into the waste basket 
and that is the end of it. In a few years the last printed copy is dis- 
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tributed, or borrowed and never returned, and so the continuity of the 
history of a department is interrupted and lost, often beyond recovery. 
When the old Capitol was burned a few years ago hundreds if not 
thousands of precious historical papers went up in the flames. We cannot 
recover what has been lost, but we may gather up what remains, make 
adequate provision for accruing archives, and preserve them with jealous 
eare. To effect these high purposes an ‘‘Iowa Hall of Archives’’ is an 
absolute necessity.1 


In the same year (1901) Mr. Aldrich inserted this para- 
eraph on ‘‘A Hall of Archives’’ in his biennial report as 
Curator of the Historical Department of Iowa: 


In addition to the requirements of the State Library, there is an 
acknowledged need of a Hall of Archives in whieh to properly catalogue, 
index, and systematically preserve original state documents and papers, 
for which up to this time no provision has ever been made. Very few 
papers of this class can be found today, and they are among the most 
valuable materials of history. They have simply been wiped out of 
existence. Then, it would seem that the printed state documents which 
remain after the distribution fixed by law should come under some 
systematic care in the Historical Building. These suggestions carried 
out in the completed edifice will of themselves justify the expenditure 
required. They are in exact accord with what is being done in several 
of the states distinguished by the high character of their historical 
work.2 

Again in 1905 Mr. Aldrich reinforced his former sugges- 
tions with these remarks which appear in the printed report of 
the Historical Department: 

In Tue ANNALS OF Iowa and elsewhere the writer has for some years 
advocated the establishment of a bureau or department for the preserva- 
tion of papers and documents which originate in the various executive 
offices in the capitol, but for the adequate care of which our statutes 
contain no provision. Our State officers have in recent years made the 
best possible use of the meager facilities at their command; but the 
small rooms adjoining the executive offices which were provided when 
the capitol was built, are not only ill-eontrived for this important pur- 
pose, but long since were filled to overflowing. No one who will step 
into these mere ‘‘eubby-holes’’ will need any argument to convince him 
of their inadequacy. For business purposes the documents which occupy 
the shelves and pigeon-holes have for the most part become ‘‘dead 
papers,’’ but as the data for State history they possess a value which 


1 Annals of Iowa (38d Series), Vol. V, p. 66. 
- 2¥Fifth Biennial Report of the Historical Department of Iowa, November 1, 


1901, p. 14. 
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is inestimable. These, so far as they go, are by far the most valuable 
sources of our State h.story, for the facets which they contain are based 
upon, or are themselves, the records of official transactions. We may 
therefore place the fullest confidence upon what they set forth. How 
very important then their careful and conscientious preservation! In- 
stead of the waste of these precious materials, they should have been 
from the organization of Iowa territory, until the present time the 
objects of unceasing watchfulness and solicitude. Now that the State 
Historical Building is nearing completion, it is most earnestly to be 
hoped that the legislature will take the subject into consideration and 
pass a law which will initiate this needed reform. 

The State of Kansas at the recent session of the legislature created 
a department of archives. It went even further than the preservation 
of such ‘‘books, records, documents, original papers, or manuscripts, 
newspaper files and printed books,’’ as acerue about the State House, 
but wisely provided for extending the same provision to the counties. 
It applies to these materials ‘‘three years after the current use of the 
same, or sooner in the discretion of the head of the department.’’ It is 
difficult to imagine how opposition could arise to such a necessary and 
just law. 

Efforts in this direction have made good progress in the states of 
New York, Pennsylvania, New Hampshire, Vermont, West Virginia, 
Mississippi, Alabama, Wisconsin and Kansas. In fact, deep and wide- 
spread interest in this subject has been developed to a greater or less 
extent throughout the country. A movement has also been initiated at 
the national capitol for the better care of public records. 

There is a vast amount of material about the State House whieh 
should be carefully preserved, aside from the copies of original doeu- 
ments and papers to which reference has been made. While engaged in 
writing these lines my attention has been called to the original reports 
of the census made in 1850, 1856, 1860, 1885, 1895 and 1905. Some of 
the reports unfortunately were not preserved, but simply wasted or 
carelessly destroyed. It is estimated that those still in existence will 
make from 400 to 500 octavo and folio volumes—an addition of great 
value to our growing collections in biography “and genealogy, aside from 


the light they throw upon the history and marvelous growth of the 
State. 


It was in accordance with these suggestions that the Thirty- 
first General Assembly passed ‘‘An Act providing for the eare 
and permanent preservation of the publie archives, and mak- 
ing an appropriation therefor,’’ which reads as follows: 


1 Seventh Biennial Report of the Historical Department of Iowa, October 31, 
1305;"p. 11, 
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Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Iowa: 

Secrion 1. That for the care and preservation of the public archives 
the state library and historical department of Iowa are hereby given 
the custody of all the original public documents, papers, letters, records 
and other official manuseripts of the state executive and administrative 
departments, offices or officers, councils, boards, bureaus and commis- 
sions, ten years after the date or current use of such public documents, 
papers, letters, records or other official manuscripts. Provided, that 
the executive council shall have the power and authority to order the 
transfer of such records or any part thereof at any time prior to the 
expiration of the limit of ten years hereinbefore provided or to retain 
the same in the respective offices beyond such limit according as in the 
judgment of the council the public interest or convenience may require. 

Sec. 2. That the several state executive and administrative depart- 
ments, officers or offices, councils, boards, bureaus and commissioners, are 
hereby authorized and directed to transfer and deliver to the state 
library and historical department such of the public archives as are 
designated in section one (1) of this act, except such as in the judgment 
of the executive council should be longer retained in the respective 
offices. 

Sec. 3. That the state library and* historical department is hereby 
authorized and directed to receive such of the public archives and records 
as are designated in section one (1) of this act and provide that the same 
be properly arranged, classified, labeled, filed and calendared. 

Sec. 4. That for the care and permanent preservation by the state 
library and historical department of the public archives hereinbefore 
designated, the executive council is hereby authorized and directed to 
provide, furnish and equip such room or rooms in the historical memorial 
and art building (now in process of erection) as may be deemed neces- 
sary for the purposes of this act, and the room or rooms thus provided 
for shall be known as the hall of public archives. 

Src. 5. That for carrying out the purposes of this act there is 
hereby appropriated out of any moneys in the state treasury not other- 
wise appropriated the sum of two thousand dollars ($2,000) per annum 
for three years to be expended under the direction of the board of 
trustees of the state library and historical department. 

Approved April 10, A. D. 1906.1 


IIL. 


PROBLEMS RELATIVE TO THE PUBLIC ARCHIVES IN IOWA. 


The leading problems connected with the care and preser- 
vation of the Public Archives in Iowa may be summarized 
under the following general heads: 


1 Laws of Iowa, 1906, p. 104. 
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The Problem of Legislation. 

The Problem of Installation—Rooms, Cases, ete. 

The Problem of Classification. 

The Problem of Arrangement. 

The Problem of Calendaring or Listing. 

The Problem of Restoring, Mounting, Binding. 

The Problem of Cataloguing and Indexing. 

The Problem of Completing the Files and Filling in the 
Gaps. 

The Problem of Transcribing Documentary Material Lo- 
eated Outside the State. 

The Problem of Legislation: The problem of legislation 
has already been largely solved by the act of the Thirty-first 
General Assembly as above quoted. However, supplemental 
legislation relative to the better care and preservation of the 
Local Archives will become evident upon an investigation of 
the condition and methods of preserving public records in the 
counties and towns of the State. When the time comes to 
enact legislation relative to the Local Archives, Iowa may 
profit by the example and experience of Massachusetts. It is 
hardly necessary to add that the present annual appropriation 
of $2,000 is altogether inadequate and should be increased 
without delay if satisfactory results are to be obtained. 

The Problem of Installation: The act of April 10, 1906, 
authorizes and directs the Executive Council ‘‘to provide, 
furnish and equip such room or rooms in the Historical 
Memorial and Art Building (now in process of erection) as 
may be deemed necessary. . . . . and the room or rooms 
thus provided for shall be known as the hall of public 
archives.’’ It is evident, however, from an examination of the 
plans of the building referred to and a consideration of the 
needs of the Historical Department, the State Library, and the 
Iowa Library Commission, that it will be difficult if not alto- 
gether impossible for the Exeeutive Council to provide per- 
manent quarters in this building for a Hall of Publie Archives. 
However, a temporary assignment of space can be made until 
such time as the conditions will warrant the General Assembly 
in providing for the erection of an Sebati to the present. 
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building to be constructed and used especially as a Hall of 
Public Archives. Furthermore the papers and documents 
constituting the Public Archives should be placed in steel 
cases especially constructed for the purpose. 

The Problem of Classification: Classification is perhaps 
the most important as it is the most difficult problem in con- 
nection with the Public Archives. Thus far nothing deserving 
the name of a comprehensive system of classifying and cata- 
loguing State Archives has been devised anywhere in the 
United States. As leading up to a proper system of classifica- 
tion attention is directed to the following general outlines: 

Outlines of a General Classification of the Public Archives 
in America: 


I. Primary CLASSIFICATION FOR AMERICA: 


( National 
Public Archives / State 


Loeal 


II. Forman CLASSIFICATION FOR AMERICA: 


Public Archives J Printed 
| Manuseript 


Outlines of a General Classification of the Public Archives. 
of Iowa: 


J. Primary CLASSIFICATION FOR Lowa: 
if State 
| Local 
TI. Forman CLASSIFICATION FoR IowA: 


J Printed 
(Manuscript 


Publie Archives 


Public Archives 


III. HustroricaAL CLASSIFICATION FoR Iowa: 
Period of the Territory 
Public Archives < Period of the First Constitution 
(Berna of the Second Constitution 
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TV. ADMINISTRATIVE CLASSIFICATION FOR IowA: 


/ 


Commissions < 
/ 


| 


Journals 
/ Office of the / Letters 
Governor \ Pardons 
| Proclamations 
Requisitions 
ete. 
ete. 


‘State / Office of the Secretary of State 
Office of the Auditor 
Office of the Treasurer 
Office of the Superintendent of 
Public Instruction 
ete. 
ete. 
ete. 


Public Archives 


County 
Loeal { Township 
City 


1838 
1839 
1840 
1841 
1842 
1845 


It is evident that an administrative classification combined 
with an historical classification as above outlined would meet 
the needs and convenience of both administrative officials and 
students of history. This scheme of classifying the Archives 


of Iowa is, therefore, recommended. 


Any thorough and complete classification of the Archives 
would, of course, imply a system of notation. And so the fol- 
lowing tentative notation has been devised for the adminis- 


trative classification as herein recommended: 
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S = State Archives 
Sie ies.** ‘* Office of Governor 
BAG a.‘ ss? Soa! eye oe oMsnissions 
BG) sen ** s Sane ‘« Justice of Peace 
eAC2a= ‘ : ee SoG te ‘* Notary Publie 
SAgees “ ay SS Sourtials 
SA Stas. 6* By (6 6 © _Tretters 
SAP = ‘“ gp Ie a ‘¢ Pardons 
BAPE ==. *‘ = ‘ce f*  Proclamations 
SAR = ‘*“ i cee Requisitions 
ie 2 iy a ‘ “© Seeretary of State 
SG... =.‘ a ‘f * Auditor 
SD = * $s So" ‘Treasurer 
SE = * ey ‘«  ** Attorney General 
iy a ea $s “<  ** Sup’t of Public Instruction 
SG = * a ‘* —** Commissioner of Labor 


The Problem of Arrangement: The arrangement of the 
Public Archives should, of course, be in accord with their 
classification. Thus following the outlines above recommended 
a proper arrangement of the Archives of Iowa would be both 
historical and administrative. The records should, in the first 
place, be installed in three grand divisions corresponding to 
the leading historical periods, namely : 

The Period of the Territory, 1838-1846. 

The Period of the First Constitution, 1846-1857. 

The Period of the Second Constitution, 1857-1896. 

Within each of these historical divisions the papers and 
documents should be arranged according to the scheme of the 
administrative classification as suggested in the outlines above. 
Furthermore the papers and documents within the several 
ultimate classes should be arranged in chronological order. 

The Problem of Calendaring: As the papers and docu- 
ments of an administrative department or office are classified 
and arranged they should be carefully listed or calendared. 
Such calendars should show the nature or content of the docu- 
ment, along with its date, size, number of pages, classification, 
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etc. When printed the calendars of the several departments . 
or offices would serve temporarily as reference lists or indexes. 

The Problem of Restoring, Mounting, and Binding: Much 
of the archive material consists of unbound manuscripts. 
These are sometimes mutilated, crushed, or torn. The torn 
and mutilated documents should be carefully restored and 
mounted; and many of the manuscripts after being restored 
and mounted should be bound in volumes of convenient size. 
The binding of the Archives need not necessarily be done at 
onee, but may be postponed until such time as the appropria- 
tions will warrant the expenditure. 

The Problem of Cataloguing and Indexing: Ultimately a 
complete card catalogue or index should be made for all the 
material in the Hall of Public Archives; but this task may 
very properly be delayed until after the papers and docu- 
ments have been classified, arranged, calendared, and bound. 

The Problem of Completing the Files: There are many 
gaps in the files of state papers as preserved in the several 
administrative departments or offices. The calendars when 
published will show the omissions. Efforts should be made 
to locate the missing papers and restore them to their proper 
place in the Hall of Publie Archives. 

The Problem of Transcribing Documentary Material Lo- 
cated Outside the State: There are many papers and docu- 
ments located outside of Iowa which either belong to or are 
closely related to the Public Archives of the State. These 
form so valuable a part of the documentary history of the 
State that in due time steps should be taken to have them 
transcribed for the Hall of Public Archives in Iowa. 


WA 
RECOMMENDATIONS. 


As a program for immediate action the undersigned sub- 
mits for consideration the following recommendations: 

First. That in aeeordance with Section 4, Chapter 142, 
of the Laws of the 31st General Assembly the Executive Coun- 
cil be requested ‘‘to provide, furnish, and equip’’ as soon as 


ad 
\ my 
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practicable a room or rooms in the Historical Memorial and 
Art Building to be used temporarily as a Hall of Public 
Archives. 

Second. That steps be taken to examine, classify, and 
remove to the Hall of Public Archives (1) the papers and 
documents now in the Office of the Governor and (2) the 
papers and documents now in the Office of the Secretary of 
State. 

Third. That the publication of a guide to the several ad- 
ministrative departments, offices, boards, commissions, ete. 
of the Territory and State of Iowa from 1838 to 1896 (now 
in preparation) be authorized. 

Fourth. That a report on the Public Archives embodying 
such information and recommendations as the circumstances 
may suggest be submitted by the Trustees of the State Library 
and Historical Department to the Thirty-second General As- 
sembly. 

Fifth. That the Thirty-second General Assembly be 
asked to increase the appropriation for the care and preserva- 
tion of the Public Archives from $2,000 annually to $6,000 
annually for the biennial period ending June 31, 1909. 

Siath. That plans for the more permanent organization 
and administration of the Hall of Public Archives be con- 
sidered and adopted at such time as in the judgment of the 
Trustees the financial support of the Hall of Archives will 
make possible an adequate permanent organization. 

BenJ. F. SHAMBAUGH. 


THE county of Iowa will, no doubt, at a period not far 
distant, be created into a State. Should its seat of govern- 
ment be located on the Mississippi, the town of Iowa is a 
central position for that purpose, if, in the interior, it will 
be in the immediate vicinity of the Iowa river, in which 
event, the Town of Iowa will be the nearest deposit on the 
Mississippi for the capital of the State.—The Western Ad- 
venturer, Montrose, Wisconsin Territory, Oct. 21, 1837. 


JOURNAL OF A MISSIONARY IN JACKSON COUNTY, 
IOWA TERRITORY, 1843-’6. 


BY WILLIAM SALTER. 


Under a commission from the American Home Missionary 
Society ‘‘to preach the Gospel in Iowa Territory,’’ I left 
my father’s house in New York City, October 4, 1843, and 
arrived at Maquoketa (then Springfield P. O.) on the 10th of 
November. In my journey I visited Niagara Falls; spent 
a Sunday in Buffalo, at the home of the Rev. Asa T. Hopkins, 
pastor of the First Presbyterian church of that city; the next 
Sunday I was at Milwaukee in the hospitable home of the 
Rev. Stephen Peet, agent of the A. H. M. S. for Wisconsin 
Territory, who discouraged my going to Iowa, saying that 
Iowa would not amount to much, as it had only a narrow 
strip of good land on the Mississippi river, and the Great 
American Desert was west of it, whereas Wisconsin had Lake 
Michigan on one side and the Mississippi on the other, and 
would make a prosperous State. The next Sunday I was at 
Galesburg, Illinois, having rode over the prairies from Chi- 
cago to that place in an open wagon. The following Monday, 
at sundown, I reached the Mississippi and felt the thrill and 
exhiliration the sight of the great river and of Iowa awakened 
in my mind. On landing in Burlington the next morning, 
James G, Edwards, editor of the Burlington Hawk-Eye, met 
me and took me to his home. The next Sunday I spent at 
Keosauqua, on the Des Moines river, and preached in a black- 
smith shop, the Rey. L. G. Bell, a pioneer preacher of the 
‘Old School,’’ preaching the same day in the same place; 
thence I visited Agency, and was kindly entertained by the 
widow of the Indian Agent of the Sacs and Foxes, General 
Joseph M. Street, and stood over his grave, and that of the 
Indian chief Wapello, which were side by side. The next 
Sunday, Nov. 5th, I received ordination at Denmark, at the 
hands of Asa Turner (Yale, 1827), Julius A. Reed (Yale, 
1829), Reuben Gaylord (Yale, 1834), and Charles Burnham 
(Dartmouth, 1836), : 

I came up the Mississippi with Alden B. Robbins, who then 
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began his life-long ministry at Bloomington (afterwards Mus- 
eatine), and with Edwin B. Turner, who was assigned to 
Jones county, and to Cascade, in Dubuque county, then the 
farthest missionary post in the Northwest. Proceeding from 
Davenport, Turner and myself spent a night with Oliver: 
Emerson in his cabin near De Witt. We found him shaking 
with the ague. He asked a neighbor who was going the next 
day with a grist to McClay’s mill, to take us along. The 
journey was slow, and we were chilled and weary with the 
raw winds of the prairie. Reaching the mill an hour after 
dark, we left the grist, and went on to the log house of John 
Shaw, who made us welcome, and we soon lost our chill and 
weariness in the warm supper Mrs. Shaw gave us. In a 
part of the house partitioned off by sheets, we found re- 
freshing sleep. 

The morning showed us that we were upon a gently roll- 
ing prairie, about a mile from the junction of the South and 
North Forks of the Maquoketa river, and from the long 
stretch of timber between them. Across the road from Mr. 
Shaw’s was a small log house, banked with sod, the roof partly 
covered with sod. Built for a blacksmith shop, it was used 
for a school and public meetings. North of it was the 
cabin of John E. Goodenow, postmaster, eminent for his pub- 
lic spirit and generous nature, a descendant on his mother’s 
side (Betsey White) from Peregrine White, who was born 
on the Mayflower in Cape Cod harbor, in 1620. Next north 
was the claim of Zalmon Livermore. 

Leaving Mr. Turner to preach in the schoolhouse, I went 
horseback to Andrew, where a Congregational church had been 
organized by Oliver Emerson, the pioneer missionary of the 
whole region, Dec. 26, 1841. The meeting was held in the 
upper story of the log court-house. Deacon Samuel Cotton 
and family were there, and gave me a cordial greeting. He 
was a descendant of John Cotton, the first minister of Bos- 
ton, Mass., and possessed the sterling qualities of his Puritan 
ancestry; Mrs. Cotton was of the Bemis family, from 
‘Bemis Heights,’’ Saratoga, N. Y., where Burgoyne’s army 
was defeated in 1777. Their house was six miles north of 
Andrew, but the distance did not prevent their regular at- 
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tendance upon public worship, and I often shared the shelter 
and comfort of their home. In my first sermon in the county 
I showed that the early churches in the land of Israel were 
edified and multiplied by ‘‘walking in the fear of the Lord 
and in the comfort of the Holy Spirit,’’ and I urged the 
duty of building up Christianity in the same way in Iowa. 
Pure and faithful churches, active in Christian service, are 
the saving salt of any community. A Methodist brother, a 
Justice of the Peace, greeted me, saying that he welcomed 
all preachers, ‘‘no matter what their tenements were.”’ 

I preached from the desk where sentence of death had 
been pronounced in the first judicial trial for murder in the 
Territory, the previous year. The case grew out of a dis- 
pute about a land claim. Before the execution of the sen- 
tence, John C. Holbrook came from Dubuque, and preached. 
The prisoner was brought into the court-house in chains, 
and eried out in his anguish, ‘‘Oh, what would I give to 
restore to life the man I killed,’’ and ‘‘many a manly cheek 
was wet with tears,’’ said Mr. Holbrook in his report of 
the scene. 

At Andrew I made the acquaintance of Ansel Briggs, 
mail contractor on the route from Dubuque to Davenport 
and Iowa City, afterwards the first Governor of the State 
(1846-’50), a native of Vermont; of Philip B. Bradley, a 
native of Connecticut, clerk of the County Court; member 
of the Territorial legislature (1845-’6), of the State legisla- 
ture (1846-’9, 1878), also prominent as an adviser of Gov- 
ernor Briggs. Nathaniel Butterworth and his gracious wife 
made me welcome at their primitive hostelry. They were 
matives of Massachusetts. 

Returning to Maquoketa, I took Brother Turner sixteen 
miles west on his way to Jones county. Much of the country 
was taken up by settlers, and their cabins and clearings 
showed industry and thrift. Reaching a cabin towards dark, 
we asked if we could stay for the night, but the house was 
full. It was some distance to the next house, growing darker, 
the road blind, and we felt in a quandary, when an old man, 
learning who we were, said that his minister at Crown Point, 
N. Y., (Stephen L. Herrick) told him of a band of mission- 
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aries going to Iowa, and that he must look out for them. ‘‘You 
stop here,’’ he added, and we were relieved. After supper, 
and a feast of soul with thanksgiving and prayer to ‘‘Jehovah 
Jireh,’’ we found sound sleep on the cabin floor. 

The next morning the old gentleman’s son, Lorenzo Spauld- 
ing, offered to take Brother Turner on his way, and I re- 
turned to Maquoketa, and began a visitation of the people 
from cabin to cabin. I purchased a horse with saddle and 
bridle and saddle-bags, and, as winter came on, accoutered 
myself with gloves of deerskin, scarfs, leggins, and buffalo 
overshoes. In a circuit of six miles I found fifty families, some 
from New Hampshire, Massachusetts, Pennsylvania, Ohio, In- 
diana, Illinois, more from New York than any other one State, 
and some from Canada. They represented every variety of re- 
ligious opinion. A Methodist preacher (John Walker) had 
an appointment in the settlement. Charles E. Brown had 
preached his first sermon in Iowa the previous year, in the 
house of John Shaw. He organized a Baptist church, August 
31, 1842, but left the field in November following, finding the 
cabin he had put up on the prairie in the summer not suitable 
to winter in, and he moved to Davenport. A man of excel- 
lent spirit, he was welcomed back to Maquoketa in 1847. 
Subsequently, a pioneer preacher in Howard county, he was 
a member of the House of Representatives from that county 
(1878). His son, William C. Brown, has gained eminence 
for efficiency in railroad management in Iowa, and is now 
Vice President of the N. Y. Central. 

In my cireuit I found six Presbyterian and Congrega- 
tional families, and called them together on Thanksgiving 
Day, Nov. 30, for conference and prayer with reference to 
forming a church. They were divided on the question of 
government. Accommodation was necessary. The election 
of two elders to serve for two years was finally agreed upon, 
and William H. Efner, M. D., and Thomas S. Flathers were 
‘chosen. Both were of the ‘‘New School,’’ which adhered to 
the Plan of Union of 1801. Mr. Flathers was born in Ken- 
tucky, but lived from childhood in Indiana. He had not 
learned to read, he told me, until he was twenty years of 
age, when a passion for knowledge and a zeal for religion 
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inflamed him, and he went to school and fitted for Wabash 
College, with the ministry in view, but chill penury had com- 
pelled him to leave his studies. On the Sabbath, Dee. 10th, 
the church was constituted, the elders were set apart with 
prayer, and the Lord’s Supper administered. During the 
previous week Brethren Emerson, Robbins, and Turner, and 
Jared Hitcheock, delegate from Davenport, had come to Ma- 
quoketa, and we organized the Northern Iowa Association, to 
embrace churches north of Iowa river. I favored the Con- 
vention System (semi-Presbyterian), which had been adopted 
in Wisconsin, but the other brethren preferred a distinctively 
Congregational organization. Provision, however, was made to 
include the Maquoketa church. For the support of the 
church, a society was organized of which John Shaw was 
the most active and efficient member. They invited me to 
preach at Maquoketa half my time. Mrs. Shaw was a native 
of Oxford, Mass., of the Fiske family, of Huguenot stock; 
she acted the part of a mother to me, and paid me the fine 
compliment that she knew I had had a good mother. 

In the Wright settlement, three miles south of Maquoketa, 
and at Burleson’s, six miles west, I visited the schools and 
preached, as I did in every settlement in the county. Thomas 
Miles Wright was a native of Connecticut, had lived in War- 
ren county, N. Y., near Lake George; Shadrach Burleson 
was a native of Vermont; Anson H. Wilson, of Canada; they 
all encouraged my work. In the Wright family were several 
sons, of like spirit with their father. A daughter was the 
wife of John E, Goodenow; she had all the fine qualities of 
the excellent woman in the last chapter of the book of 
Proverbs. 

In the neighborhood of Maquoketa were a number of per- 
sons who had taken part in the Mackenzie rebellion in Canada, 
1837; among them was William Current, a man of bright and 
active mind, a friend of temperance and education, but not. 
of religion, because of alleged discrepancies, contradictions, 
and unseemly things in the Bible. I invited him to come to 
meeting; he said, ‘‘No,’’ but that he would give me some 
hard texts for a sermon. I told him to do so, and I would 
come to his house and preach, which I did. I explained that: 
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the objectionable things in the Bible are records from the 
ignorance and coarseness of former times, that the Bible does 
not endorse all that it records, and that the New Testament 
expressly does away with much that is in the Old, and I 
quoted a number of the words of Christ in the Gospels, in 
proof that Christianity, according to the teachings of its 
author, is an absolutely pure and holy religion. Returning 
from that appointment with my trusty companion, Mr. Shaw, 
our horses lost the way, and we wandered round and round 
on the prairie until a glimmering light in a distant cabin 
window relieved our bewilderment. 

Among other settlers from Canada was Samuel Chandler, 
but he came to Jackson county by a very circuitous route. 
He had been sentenced to be hung as an insurgent in the 
‘**Patriot’’ cause, but the sentence (upon the intercession of 
his daughters) was commuted to banishment for life in the 
penal colony of Van Dieman’s land, whither he was trans- 
ported, via London. He had managed to make his escape 
on a Yankee whaler, and now found some of his old friends, 
and one of his daughters who had secured the commutation 
of his sentence, Sarah, the wife of Jesse Wilson. Mr. Chan- 
dler was a man of firm religious principles, a native of Massa- 
chusetts, a helper in every effort to improve the country. 

The name of our post-office was that of the postmaster’s 
native town in Vermont, but, being that of many towns in 
the United States, letters were frequently missent, and I 
joined Mr. Goodenow and Mr. Shaw in a petition for a 
change of name to Maquoketa, which was made by the Post- 
office Department, March 13, 1844. The word Maquo is In- 
dian for bear, an animal that infested the whole region. 

My cramped quarters in Mr. Shaw’s house gave me scant 
opportunity for consulting my books or composing sermons, 
but I managed to write one sermon during the winter, sitting 
by the rotary cook-stove, and preached it to a congregation 
of thirty who seemed to appreciate my effort. In my solitary 
missionary tours the illimitable stretches of land and sky 
often inspired thoughts of the Almighty Maker of heaven 
and earth and I heard the voices from above that speak ‘‘in 
reason’s ear.’’ 
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In the settlements about Andrew I found two interesting 
families, recently from Pennsylvania. They had been 
brought with their teams and belongings from Pittsburg to 
Bellevue by steamboat for twenty dollars a family. They 
were warm-hearted Christians, of Protestant Irish stock. 
David Young was of pronounced anti-slavery sentiments, had 
been a ‘‘New School’’ Presbyterian, but liked the Congrega- 
tional way, and became an active member of the church at 
Andrew. He built a mill on Brush creek, which was swept 
away in the freshets of 1844, a year of high floods in the 
Mississippi valley. Sixty-one years later, I met his son James, 
at Maquoketa, and he recalled my visits in the old house and 
the family prayers and worship together, of which he said 
his mother spoke with fond recollection to the end of her days. 

At a cabin on Farmers creek I was advised not to speak 
on religion in the next cabin, or I might be put out, as the 
occupant had told a Methodist preacher who called there, that 
he would throw him into the fire if he spoke a word on the 
subject. It was a rough region. Nature appeared ill-shapen 
in ‘‘Rocky Hollow.’’ Coming to a large log house I found 
a friendly Seotech family living cheerily, no floor but mother 
earth. Mr. Sage was away at mill, but his wife made me wel- 
come, and called in a few neighbors to whom I preached. 
She told me she had heard Thomas Chalmers and Edward 
Irving in Glasgow. A little distance north was another 
Scotch family (Alexander), but there was trouble between 
the two families over their respective claims. They were the 
only Presbyterian families I found in this visitation, and it 
grieved me to find them at odds. 

I was perplexed on being informed that a member of the 
Andrew charge had fallen into shame. It was made my duty 
to seek the recovery of the woman to a correct life, and I was 
relieved to hear profession of sorrow and purposes of amend- 
ment. I at once spoke to her husband, who was out at work, 
but he turned upon me with abuse, and threats to the church. 

One family that attended my services were used to 
“‘tokens’’ on sacramental occasions, and would not come to 
communion without them. While visiting at their house a 
young man, seventeen years of age, called, who said he was 
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on a pedestrian tour. He had read Captain Cook’s Voyages 
and Peter Parley, and told me that he knew a little Latin 
and Greek, and had learned the Hebrew alphabet from the 
119th Psalm. He had walked from his home thirty miles 
west of Philadelphia and was still westward-bound. 

‘I spent the last week of 1843 at Bellevue, making ac- 
quaintanees, and preaching in the schoolhouse, and in the 
house of Alexander Reed, three miles south, where one said 
it was a ‘‘divilish’’ sermon. Bellevue is beautifully situ- 
ated. When Wisconsin Territory extended to the Missouri 
river, 1836, it was proposed as a central site for the capital, 
in rivalry with Dubuque. The town was discredited by a 
sanguinary mob (April 1, 1840), or ‘‘war,’’ as it was called, 
several persons being killed on both sides, and the county- 
seat was removed to the geographical center, the people vot- 
ing 208 for Andrew, 111 for Bellevue. The Dyas family, 
who said they were.the first family to make a home in the 
county, gave me a hearty welcome. They had lived in Galena 
and were warm friends of the Rev. Aratus Kent, pioneer mis- 
sionary there. Many of the first settlers about Bellevue had 
worked in the lead mines, and had been in Col. Henry Dodge’s 
battalion in the Black Hawk war. William <A. Warren, 
sheriff of Jackson county, was a native of Kentucky, came 
to Bellevue in 1836, had served in the Black Hawk war, took 
an active part in the Bellevue ‘‘war,’’ was a member of the 
Constitutional Convention of 1857, and I resumed my ac- 
quaintance with him in July, 1864, at Stevenson, Alabama, 
where he was U. S. quartermaster, and I was in the service 
of the Christian Commission, and he gave me his kind offices. 
Ag sheriff of Jackson county, he had collected taxes in coon- 
skins at fifty cents, and sold them in Galena at seventy-five 
cents. 

At Bellevue, Thomas Cox and John Foley were at home 
for the Christmas vacation from the Territorial legislature 
of which they were members. On their return to Iowa City, 
Colonel Cox was elected President of the Council. He had 
been an influential member of every previous legislature of 
the Territory but one. He promoted the removal of the capi- 
tal from Burlington to Iowa City, and gave the name to the 
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new capital. He was also one of the surveyors who selected 
the site on the Iowa river, and laid out the town. He invited 
me to visit his family, which I did later. Mrs. Cox was a 
native of Rhode Island, of Quaker stock. She came in her 
youth with her parents to St. Genevieve, Mo., and was a lady 
of gracious manners. Upon the death of her husband, Nov. 
9, 1844, she sent for me, and I officiated at the funeral in 
the presence of a large concourse of people. The grave was 
under a hickory tree near the house. In a few years the land 
passed into other hands and was a plowed field. Sixty years 
later the Jackson County Historical Society had the grave 
unearthed, and the bones interred in Hope Cemetery, Ma- 
quoketa, where they set up a large and smooth-faced boulder, 
and had his name inscribed thereon as ‘‘ Pioneer Law Maker.’’ 
By invitation of the Society, I took part in the ceremony 
and made a prayer at the unveiling of the monument, July 
4, 1905. <A full account of the life of Colonel Cox, with his 
portrait, is given in this volume (pp. 241-269). 

On the first day of May, 1845, I officiated at the marriage 
of Cordelia, daughter of Thomas Cox, to Joseph 8. Mallard. 
It was the first marriage ceremony I performed. They went 
overland to California in 1849, and were among the early 
settlers of Los Angeles. 

John Foley was a polite Irish gentleman, had been sheriff 
of Jo Daviess county, Il., and a member of the First Legis- 
lative Assembly of Wisconsin Territory, two sessions of which 
were held in Burlington, 1837-’8. 

I also visited George Cubbage and preached in his cabin. 
He was a native of Delaware, and an intense Protestant. He 
had been clerk to Felix St. Vrain, U. 8. agent for the Saes 
and Foxes, whom they foully murdered at the opening of the 
Black Hawk war. Mr. Cubbage had himself been a captive 
in their hands. He taught the first school in Dubuque, was 
‘doorkeeper of the Legislative Assembly of Wisconsin Terri- 
tory at Belmont, 1836, and one of the Commissioners, under 
an act of Congress, to lay out Dubuque, Burlington, and 
other towns, 1837-’8. 

A few weeks later I visited every family in Charleston 
(now Sabula). They were a friendly people, mostly from 


Old sod-covered log house, built by J. E. Goodenow, in 1838, for blacksmith shop, later used as 
school-house, meeting house, polling place and town hall. From an original 
drawing made under the direction of J. W. Ellis, of Maquoketa. 
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New England and New York; James Leonard from Griswold, 
Ct., Benjamin Hudson, from Lynn, Mass., Mr. Marshall, from 
' Goffstown, N. H. A gray-headed man, learning I was from 
New York, asked me if I knew Dr. Joseph McElroy, pastor 
of the Grand Street Presbyterian church in that city; I told 
him that he was an eloquent preacher, and I had heard him 
preach. ‘‘He is my brother,’’ he said, and I saw a resem- 
blanee in their features. His name was Hugh McElroy. He 
came to Iowa in 1838, and made a claim west of Sabula; 
he had a large family, and his oldest child was named Joseph. 
I preached in the Exchange Hotel at Sabula, and had a larger 
congregation than in any place before in the county. A 
church was organized there by Oliver Emerson, Dec. 14, 1845. 

North of Bellevue, I preached in Mr. Potter’s house on 
Tete des Morts creek. I found some German families in the 
settlement, with Luther’s translation of the Bible in their 
cabins. Some were beginning to learn English. I regretted 
that I could not preach to them in their own tongue. 

The new year, 1844, opened with a heavy snow, and I 
was unable to fill my appointment for the evening at Andrew, 
my first failure of the kind. During the following spring 
there were many freshets, and I could not always make my 
circuit. In March I visited the people in the Forks. They 
had made clearings in the timber, thinking crops would be 
surer than on the prairie. One who came to my meeting told 
me that he had not heard a sermon for ten years. A young 
man of the house where I preached offered to conduct me 
to a wonderful cave and a natural bridge four miles away. 
The bridge is thirty feet long, about twelve feet wide, of 
limestone, solid, massive, covered with deep soil. Cave creek 
passes under it. We clambered up the sides of the bridge, 
and walked over it. I then turned with admiring gaze to 
the arch that from a height of more than a hundred feet 
slopes smoothly in a grand curve to the mouth of the cave. 
Descending to the creek, we heard the waters madly rushing 
through, and saw ice pillars of transparent beauty. A mass of 
rock had fallen from overhead, warning us of danger, and 
having an appointment at a distance of twelve miles, I hur- 
ried from the entrancing scene. Later in the season I visited 
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the spot again, in company with Mr. and Mrs. Holbrook, and 
my classmate, Ebenezer Alden, of Tipton. The creek wag 
then dry, and we went several hundred feet into the cave, 
finding stalactites and stalagmites in profusion, and seeing 
subterranean marvels. 

On visiting Galena and Dubuque I preached for Mr. Kent 
and Mr. Holbrook in their churches. Mr. Kent said to me that 
Mr. Peet had told him of his desire and intention to get me 
into Wisconsin. 

In April, I made a long missionary tour in the adjoining 
counties of Jones, Cedar, and Clinton. Near the Wapsipini- 
con I found a good settlement of United Brethren. At Red 
Oak grove I was entertained by Robert Cousins, an intelligent 
and warm-hearted Christian, deeply interested in Sunday 
schools and devoted to the use of the Psalms in public wor- 
ship. At Tipton I enjoyed the hospitality of Paterson Flem- 
ing, clerk of the court, and of Addison Gillett, merchant, who 
had come the previous year from Hudson, N. Y. I was dis- 
appointed, not finding my classmate Alden; he had gone to 
Denmark, to arrange for sending Asa Turner east, to raise 
funds for the purchase of lands on which to establish a col- 
lege. After a dreary ride over the prairie to De Witt, thirty- 
five miles, I found Oliver Emerson shaking with ague; at 
his request I went to Camanche to fulfil his appointment for 
a funeral sermon, the second time I performed such a ser- 
vice. From Camanche I crossed the Mississippi, and preached 
at Albany, Il. 

Later in the month Julius A. Reed visited me. He had 
been on an exploring tour in Delaware and Buchanan coun- 
ties for a site for the proposed college. 

Receiving an invitation from John Lewis, my classmate 
in the University of the City of New York, and in Union 
Theological Seminary, to attend his ordination at Fairplay, 
Wisconsin Territory, I crossed the Mississippi at Bellevue the 
last day of April, and was two hours in getting over, the 
river being higher, it was said, than since 1828, and the 
islands and low-lands on the Illinois shore under water. In 
his examination by the Mineral Point Convention, Mr. Lewis 
stated that when a clerk in a bookstore in Boston he attended 
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Lyman Beecher’s church, and that on several successive morn- 
ings when sweeping out the store, Dr. Beecher came there and 
gave him wise and helpful counsel. Mr. Kent preached the 
sermon, and I gave the right hand of fellowship. In obtain- 
ing his education Mr. Lewis had been aided by Christopher 
R. Robert, the founder afterwards of Robert College, Con- 
stantinople. 

_My Andover classmate, James J. Hill, arrived at Dubuque, 
June 7th, and I went to see him; hitching my horse to a small 
wagon, I took him through rushing creeks and over Turkey 
river to the field assigned him in Clayton county. He re- 
ceived a warm welcome at Jacksonville, the county-seat, from 
James Watson, whose brother, Cyrus L. Watson, had preached 
in Dubuque in 1836, the first Home Missionary in Iowa; they 
were natives of North Carolina. 

Urgent invitations coming to me to visit Mineral Point 
and Potosi, I did so, and the church at Potosi gave me a call, 
and it was said, ‘‘You must come.’’ I referred the matter 
to the Home Missionary Society, and the following letter 
decided the matter: 


Rooms of the A. H. M. S., 150 Nassau St., N. Y. 
Aucust 38, 1844. 
Rev. W. SALTER: 

Dear Brother: I lose no time in saying that the reasons which seem 
to have influence with your own mind in favor of your remaining in Iowa 
seem sound and weighty. The ‘‘Iowa Band’’ have awakened a good 
deal of interest in the East, and have a character that is drawing around 
them more and more the affections and confidence of the good, and it 
is very desirable that this character should be sustained. There would 
be some misgiving in regard to the results contemplated, if one of your. 
number should return this side of the Mississippi; the chain would be 
broken, the charm in a measure dispelled, and the brethren there would 
be in danger of being disheartened; it would be easier for one and an- 
other to yield to discouragement. You might be more useful in Wiscon- 
sin at once, but I think it would be in appearance only. You have 
made a good beginning, getting acquainted, and acquiring influence, 
and it would be difficult to supply your place. Wisconsin can be easier 
provided with ministers than Iowa. You have given yourself to that 
Territory, and I think you had better say to all this side the river that 
you cannot come down or over. 

Your Iowa brethren would all, I know, give you this counsel, and, 
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I think, the disinterested everywhere would do the same. I hope you 
will by all means stay in Iowa and lay the foundations. Your com- 
munications have all been of deep interest to us, and you will ever have 
our tenderest sympathy and our fervent prayers. 


Yours truly, 
MiILTon BADGER, 


Secretary. 


Brother Holbrook wrote me: ‘‘I hope you will not see 
it to be duty to leave Iowa. Still I want to see poor Potosi 
supplied, and you to decide as the Lord would have you 
whether to go there or not. May He guide you, and make 
you useful wherever you may labor.’’ Shortly afterwards 
I preached three Sundays at Dubuque for Brother Holbrook, 
he going East to solicit funds for removing an incumbrance 
on his church. Meanwhile I visited Clayton county, to at- 
tend the organization of the church which Brother Hill had 
gathered. I met there the Rev. A. N. Wells, U. S. chaplain 
at Fort Crawford, a very genial and friendly gentleman, and 
of much historical interest. I went with him to Prairie du 
Chien. He was a graduate of Union college, N. Y.; studied 
divinity with Dr. Eliphalet Nott, was a man of his spirit, 
was the first Protestant missionary at Detroit, and pastor there 
twelve years. 

In October I rode horseback, via Tipton, and Muscatine, 
where Brother Robbins joined me, to Brighton, Washington 
county, and attended an Association meeting. The church 
there was composed of excellent families from the Western 
Reserve, Ohio. On returning, I attended a meeting of the 
Iowa Anti-Slavery Society at the county-seat of Washington 
county. Aaron Street, Jr., and other Quakers from Salem, 
and Mr. Vincent, a Seceder minister, were active and zealous 
members. At Iowa City I visited the capitol, and listened 
to some of the proceedings of the Constitutional Convention 
then in session; I made the acquaintance of Robert Lucas, the 
first governor of Iowa Territory, of Shepherd Leffler, presi- 
dent of the Convention, and other members. 

Through the winter of 1844-’5 I kept up my work at 
Maquoketa and Andrew, and in the various settlements of 
Jackson county, holding some revival meetings, aided by my 
brethren, E. B. Turner, Emerson, and Holbrook, and some- 
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times aiding them in their fields. Brother Holbrook wrote 
me from Dubuque: 


An Episcopalian minister has arrived here, and will for the winter 
preach in our old meeting-house half of the time. Consequently, I 
shall have some leisure Sabbaths, and could help you in a protracted 
meeting at Andrew, Bellevue, or Charleston. (He had previously aided 
me at Maquoketa.) It would be necessary to provide a conveyance for 
me to and from the places, as I have no horse, and could not afford 
to hire for so long a time. Let me hear from you as I am anxious to 
improve the winter. The meeting at Charleston should be when the river 
is closed, to admit of the Savannah people crossing. 

We have exchanged our form of government for Congregational, 
and expect to build a new meeting-house the next year. 


At Maquoketa we organized a Temperance Society with 
one hundred members, and kept the liquor traffic out of the 


_ settlement. We were not so successful at Andrew, though 


a society was organized there with fifty members. A sub- 
ject of the reformation wrote me a pathetic letter: 


ANDREW, FEB. 22, 1845, 
FRIEND SALTER: 

I have been a wretch for the last year, have sinned against God and 
man. JI have made one more Resolve, one which I shall never break. 
I am determined by the help of God never to taste liquor, that which 
has been almost my ruin. I feel that I have been a guilty wretch, 
but will sin no more; I put my trust in God, and ask him to sustain 
me in my determination. 

I write these few lines to you to ask an interest in your prayers. 
I want you to call and see me when you are in town, if you have not 
given me up as lost forever, as I have made promises and broken them 
so often; but this resolve, Mr. Salter, is firm, is not to be broken. I 
am determined once more to be a man, and not a brute. I love you 
and all the people of God, and wish you to call and see your unworthy 
friend, Gap Ware 


Impressed with the necessity of better advantages in the 
cause of education, I secured the co-operation of Mr. Goode- 
now, Mr. Shaw, and Mr. Current in measures for the estab- 
lishment of an Academy at Maquoketa. Mr. Goodenow offered 
five acres of his land on a commanding site; others made 
subscriptions of material and labor, and, contemplating a 
visit East, I proposed to solicit aid from friends there. After 
attending a Presbyterian and Congregational Convention at 
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Detroit in June, 1845, I went to New York and Boston, and 
collected three hundred dollars. My brother, Benjamin 
Salter, was the largest contributor; among others were John 
Mace, A. L. M. Scott (who had been my Sunday School 
teacher), W. M. Halstead, R. T. Haines, Calvin W. Howe, 
Fisher Howe, Bowen & McNamee, Wiley & Putnam, Wm. 
Scribner, George Lockwood, S. B. Hunt, W. A. Booth, C. R. 
Robert, J. A. Robertson, I. Van Cleef, ete., of New York, and 
E. P. Mackintire, of Boston. The Academy was incorpor- 
ated by an act of the Legislative Assembly of the Territory, 
January 15, 1846. The money I collected was expended in 
the purchase of brick, and in payments to the contractor (D. 
Jones, of Dubuque). The building was completed in 1848, 
and was dedicated with an address by George F. Magoun, 
the pastor of the Second Presbyterian church in Galena. 
Mr. Shaw had previously written me, April 8, 1848: 


Our Academy is completed. I wish you could see it. It is a splendid 
building, I think much better than you expected. I think it will not 
be long before we shall add what we contemplated. My subscription 
is paid and over. When I signed I did not know any way to pay. The 
Trustees have settled with Mr. Jones, so the building is out of his 
hands. The dedication of the Academy will be on the 4th of July next. 
I hope you will be here certain. Mr. Gale (founder of Galesburg, Il.) 
and Mr. Blanchard (president of Knox College) will probably be here. 

We shall not have the county-seat here. It will be for our benefit. 
In my mind the evils attending a county-seat are more than the bene- 
fits of a Court House. 


Jerome Allen was principal of the Academy for two years. 
He was a graduate of Amherst College, and married a daugh- 
ter of John Wesley Windsor, pastor at Maquoketa (1849-’54) ; 
he became eminent for his zeal and ability in the work of 
education and as a teacher of teachers, both in Iowa and in 
the State of New York (Iowa Normal Monthly, xii, 356). 
The property of the Academy, including Mr. Goodenow’s 
donation of land, was eventually turned over to the public 
schools of Maquoketa. 

In the fall of 1845 the people of Jackson county were ad- 
vised of an approaching sale of the public lands on which 
they had made their claims. The United States had delayed 
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the sale of these lands for several years as in the mineral 
district, where lands were subject to rents, and not for sale 
in fee simple. That policy was changed. There was much 
excitement and anxiety to secure the necessary funds, and 
to protect one another in their claims, and there were some 
disputes about claims that embittered the future; but har- 
mony and order generally prevailed, and, becoming secure 
in their titles, the people built better homes and made more 
permanent improvements. 

I now felt somewhat encouraged in my work, and, look- 
ing forward to making a home, I built a little frame house 
on a gentle rise of land south of Mr. Shaw’s house, and moved 
into it. I was there enjoying such opportunity as I had not 
had previously for retirement and study, with my books 
conveniently arranged, and was especially enjoying a new 
book I had purchased in New York, The Life and Correspond- 
ence of Thomas Arnold, when word came of the serious 
and probably fatal illness of the pastor at Burlington, and 
that he had resigned his office, and I was requested to come 
there. I made the journey in February, and was delayed 
in crossing Iowa river by running ice. I found my brother, 
Horace Hutchinson, near the end of his days. We had come 
to the Territory together. He was then in vigorous health, 
ardent in his work, his life full of promise. Now his counte- 
nance was changed, and it fell to me to close his eyes in death. 
Brother Robbins came from Muscatine, and preached at the 
funeral service, which was held in ‘‘Old Zion’’ church. 

After spending three weeks with the church in Burling- 
ton, they invited me to become their minister. Returning to 
Jackson county, I reviewed the situation, and, not without 
reluctance to leave my friends there, I accepted the invita- 
tion from Burlington, which the Missionary Society approved. 
I had preached 326 sermons in Jackson county, 100 of them 
in the sod-covered schoolhouse in Maquoketa, 40 at Andrew, 
and 186 in other parts of the county. I now preached fare- 
well sermons at Andrew and Maquoketa, and early in April 
removed to Burlington, ‘‘not knowing the things that should 
befall me there.”’ 


THE STORY OF THE BONAPARTE DAM. 
BY TACITUS HUSSEY. 


A gentleman of prominence in the State who has been 
active in the preservation of her institutions and history, gave 
utterance to a thought not long ago which makes a very good 
foundation upon which to enlarge upon the theory of equal 
rights for the humblest as well as the proudest in our good 
commonwealth. The thought was something like this: ‘‘Hu- 
man food can in no way be so cheaply produced as by fish 
culture. Our lakes and streams should therefore be deemed, 
held and defended for this especial purpose, for the sole bene- 
fit of the people. Obstructions or hindrances of any sort should 
be strictly prohibited by law; and the law should be rigidly 
enforeed.”’ 

With the countless millions of tons of fish taken from 
the great oceans, lakes and streams of the world, there is 
no perceptible diminution of the supply, for the reason that 
there is no check put on their propagation, nor are there any 
obstructions to their going and coming to their feeding and 
breeding grounds. They are beyond the power of man to 
exterminate, as have been exterminated the buffalo on the 
plains, the wild beasts of the forests and the game birds of 
our prairies. Fish in one form or another furnishes a goodly 
portion of the food for the people of the world; so the thought 
expressed by the liberal-minded gentleman at the beginning 
of this paper has a wider and deeper meaning than appears 
on the surface. 

Should any untoward event deprive the inhabitants of 
the world of this universal food for a time, it would be a 
greater calamity than the destruction of any other single 
article of food, for the same length of time. Portions of the 
earth, for one cause or another, may refuse to reward the 
toil of the husbandman; but Old Ocean, the lakes and rivers, 
never ! 

On a bright morning in the year 1888, the writer, feeling 
that he had a mission to perform, and wishing to make a 
right start, dropped into the law office of Judge George G. 
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MEEK BROTHERS?’ MILL, BONAPARTE, IOWA. 


The cuts illustrating this article were made from photographs taken by E. R. Harlan, of Keosauqua, Iowa. 
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Wright, one of the best-hearted and most genial men that 
ever lived, and asked him if there was any possible mode of 
procedure that would secure a fishway in the Bonaparte 
dam across the Des Moines river in Van Buren county; tell- 
ing him that it had been determined by the fishermen and 
sportsmen of Iowa, especially in the northern and western 
portions, to see what could be done in that direction, as the 
Des Moines river and its tributaries were becoming depleted 
of fish and all efforts to stock the rivers in an artificial way 
were unsuccessful. The Judge heard the plea very patiently 
and drawing in his mouth in a way which always preceded 
some humorous remark, said: 

‘*Well, you have a big job on your hands!”’ 

** Are you well acquainted with the Meek Brothers, then?’” 
asked the writer. 

‘*YVes,’’ replied the Judge, his eyes twinkling with good 
humor, ‘‘I knew the grandfather, William Meek, his son, 
Isaiah, and am very well acquainted with the Meek Brothers 
of today. William Meek, the grandfather, was a very firm 
man, Isaiah Meek was much firmer, bordering on obstinacy ; 
and his sons, no doubt, have a similar rich inheritance. ”’ 

The richness and quality of this inheritance the fishermen 
of the State of Iowa learned in later years. 

The first ‘‘Bonaparte Dam’’ was a primitive one built 
of brush, by William Meek, Sr., in 1840, for grist mill pur- 
poses. It was authorized by an act of the legislature ap- 
proved January 17, 1839. The first section reads as follows: 

Be it enacted by the Council and the House of Representatives of 
the Territory of Iowa, That William Meek and Sons be, and they are 
hereby authorized, to construct a dam across the Des Moines river, in 
Van Buren County, in said Territory, between sections 8 and 17, in 
township 68, north, range 8, west of the 5th principal meridian; which 
said dam shall not exceed three feet in height, above common low water 
mark, and shall contain a convenient lock, not less than one hundred 
and thirty feet in length, and thirty-five in width, for the passage of 
steam, keel, and flat boats, rafts, and other water craft, provided said 
water craft will bear two tons burden. 


Then follows the stipulations for keeping the lock at all 
times in good order, so that water craft may pass through 
without delay and free of charge. A penalty also was at- 
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tached for any injury to lock or dam. The Territory reserved 
to itself the privilege of altering or amending the act with 
a view to the future navigation of the river; the right of con- 
struction and maintaining said lock and dam was to remain 
in force fifty years. 

The Meek family at that time consisted of William Meek, 
$r., William Meek, Jr., Isaiah, Robert and Joseph, sons of 
the first named. The grist mill they established was not un- 
like the primitive mills for grinding corn. Occasionally, in 
those territorial days, one could be found inland, run by 
horse power, where men assembled each with a bag of corn 
and awaited their turns for grinding. The meal thus ground 
was of very coarse quality, but when mixed with water and 
salt, patted up by the hands of a skillful wife and baked in 
a skillet, especially if eggs and bacon were added to the bill 
of fare, made the hearts of the hungry pioneers glad. The 
Meeks had been millers in Michigan before coming to Iowa, 
so the business was well known to them, and their mill be- 
came a popular resort for the meager grists of the pioneers 
far and wide. The rights of a ferry had been secured by 
them and later a large tract of land also, which gave them 
control of the river front for a mile or so above the present 
location. 

As years rolled on, by dint of hard work and economical 
living, a more pretentious grist mill was erected. Later still 
the firm introduced some much needed carding machines, which 
were hailed with delight by the pioneer women who had been 
compelled to card their wool by the slow hand-carding process. 
‘Cloth was scare in those days, and money scarcer, so the 
raising of sheep for food and clothing was a necessity. Men 
‘took the wool to the mill by the wagon-load after it had been 
‘prepared for carding and waited their turns for the work 
to be done. The waiting, however, was not always an irk- 
‘some task. Here was a river well supplied with fish which 
‘made an excellent addition to the corn bread, bacon and eggs, 
to say nothing of the fun of fishing, cooking and eating in 
the open air, in jolly company, which partook somewhat of 
the nature of a picnic. In order to serve all as soon as 
possible, the mill wheels ceased not, day or night. The shop 
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keepers of the little hamlet which had sprung up about the 
mill profited by these prolonged visits, and quite a sum of 
the scanty supplies of cash was left by the waiting farmers 
who had come from ten to one hundred miles away to have 
grists ground and wool carded. 

Later still, the manufacture of cloth was introduced by 
this enterprising firm, the quality of which is not surpassed 
by that of any similar factory in Iowa. The mill is the 
pride of the village of Bonaparte, affording, as it does, work 
for many hands in the various departments. The large reser- 
voir of water held back by this immense dam when at its 
best is as pretty a lake as there is on the Des Moines river 
with the exception, perhaps, of that near Ottumwa. Below 
the dam in the spring of the year, when the fish were vainly 
striving to reach headwaters to spawn, it was at one time 
a famous fishing place. There are men still living who have 
experienced the exhilerating sensations which accompany the 
pitching out of a wagon-load of struggling, helpless fish, in 
twenty-five minutes with a manure fork! 

Previous to the year 1850, the Des Moines River Improve- 
ment Company had entered into a contract to improve the 
Des Moines river in consideration of a vast quantity of land 
ceeded to it by the government. The proposition was to make 
the river navigable by the slack water system, for which locks 
and dams were required at various points on the river. Al- 
ready some work had been done at Farmington, Croton, Bona- 
parte, Bentonsport, Keosauqua, and perhaps at other points. 
The work was partly finished at some of these points but 
the great flood of 1851 so badly damaged the poorly con- 
‘structed work that the company did not carry out the con- 
tract, and the improvements were disposed of at sheriff’s 
sale, after the manner of a bankrupt stock. The dam, locks 
and gates at Bonaparte had cost $80,000. When offered for 
gale, the entire lot was knocked off to Isaiah Meek for $200. 
There was one other bidder, George Manning, by name; but 
for some reason his bid was not considered and the deed was 
‘made out in the name of Mr. Meek. The following paragraph 
‘quoted from the Ottumwa Courier gives some information 
not generally known to the public: 


612 ANNALS OF IOWA. 


A fact which is not generally known except to those who are ac- 
quainted with the dam itself, is that behind, or up-stream from the 
dam now in question, which is the newest and latest one built, there 
are two other and older dams, which, strange to say, are said to be in 
fairly good repair. This is to be explained by the fact that although 
they have stood longer they have been enlarged by the addition of 
floating drift and mud and have been protected, too, by the newer 
structure. The farthest one up stream is the old, original ‘‘ brush dam’’ 
built by the Meeks over fifty years ago. About a yard from that is the 
second dam which was built by the Meeks, under the direction of the 
government and which was fitted with gates and locks to allow the 
passage of boats. These locks are now closed and forgotten, and the 
newest dam of the three stands in front of the second. At the present 
time only the latest dam is visible, as the others are somewhat lower 
than it and are now covered with water. Just how they have stood 
the force of the water cannot be learned until the water recedes more; 
but the Meeks maintain that they are in good condition; so do other 
residents of Bonaparte, who claim to have investigated. 


It will be observed that Isaiah Meek bid in the $80,000 
dam which he had helped to build, for the pitiful sum of 
$200. This fact shows the thriftiness characteristic of the 
Meek family. In the contract with the State Commissioners 
who sold it by State authority, there was a covenant on the 
part of the Meeks ‘‘to forever preserve and maintain the 
dam, locks,’’ ete., which was probably one of the considera- 
tions of the purchase. For the supposed purpose of abro- 
gating this covenant, the following joint resolution, doubtless. 
urged in the interests of the Meeks, was introduced in the 
House by Representative Charles Dudley of Wapello county 
during the session of 1866: 


‘ 

Whereas, by the facilities afforded by the Des Moines Valley Rail- 
road for travel and transportation, the Des Moines River is no longer 
used for purposes of navigation; 

Resolved, Therefore, By the House of Representatives (the Senate 
concurring), That our Senators and Representatives in Congress be 
requested to use their influence to have the said Des Moines River de- 
clared not a navigable stream, to the end that the same may be more 
cheaply improved as a motive power for machinery. 


The resolution was passed, and the river which had played 
such a noble part in building up the Des Moines valley and 
central Iowa was thus pronounced a back number by those 
who were intoxicated by the new found interest of a line of 
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railroad which had reached. the capital of Iowa only six 
months before. This resolution was a libel on the Des Moines 
river and she resented it by ‘‘getting her back up’’ suf- 
ficiently high to have floated a Mississippi steamboat from the 
mouth of the river to the Raccoon Forks, in the years 1867, 
1869, 1875, 1876, 1882, 1892, 1902 and 1903. In the same 
year (1866), in the effervescent excitement over the new found 
mode of transportation, a bill was passed disposing of the 
locks and draw bridges on the river, and it was understood — 
that Representative Joel Brown, of Van Buren county, was 
the introducer and champion. Yet notwithstanding all this, 
some of our leading lawyers were of the opinion that it did 
not release the Meeks from the obligation to ‘‘forever main- 
tain the locks,’’ ete., in the Des Moines river at Bonaparte. 
Overtures were made to the Meek Brothers in 1894 by 
the fishermen and sportsmen for permission to put in a fish- 
way, to be paid for by popular subscription. There were 
promises from men of prominence in various parts of the 
State to put up the necessary funds if a fishway were al- 
lowed; but the Meek Brothers refused the request on account 
of the weakening of the dam, which they alleged would be 
the effect. The legislature which met in 1896 was asked by 
many petitioners to buy the dam for the sum for which it 
was offered by the owners, $25,000, and which was thought 
to be very reasonable. This was urged by Representative 
G. W. Crow of Wapello county; but the effort was a failure 
from lack of votes, or lack of interest—probably both. 
During the term intervening between this and the next 
session, the fishermen and the Sportsmen’s Club-were very 
active in circulating petitions, praying the legislature of 
1898 to buy the dam and destroy it. This petition was nu- 
merously signed throughout the State, and when it was pre- 
sented it took two men to carry it to the speaker’s desk. It 
weighed fifty-four pounds, and had the sheets been attached 
end to end, after the manner of most petitions, it would 
have reached to a much greater distance than a ‘‘sabbath 
day’s journey.’’ It was never opened nor were the names 
counted, probably; it may have been destroyed with similar 
labors of love, when the Capitol was partially destroyed by 
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fire, January 4, 1904. There were two or three hearings be- 
fore the Fish and Game Committee, at which times great 
pressure was brought to bear as to the feasibility of pur- 
chasing the dam; but all efforts were unavailing. Seeing the 
bitter disappointment of the fishermen, Senator L. C. Blanch- 
ard of Mahaska county came to their relief and drew up a 
bill authorizing the State of Iowa to pay the expense of a 
fishway in the dam and appropriating the sum of two thou- 
sand dollars for the payment of the same. This bill passed 
the Senate without a dissenting voice; but when it got into 
the House the chairman of the Fish and Game Committee 
lost, or pigeon-holed it, until near the close of the session. 
Representatives Eaton and Merriam, who had pledged them- 
selves to its passage, hunted it up, however, and were going 
to call it up on the floor of the House on next to the last night 
of the session; but being delayed a few minutes on that even- 
ing in reaching the House, one who was probably in the em- 
ploy of the Meeks, seeing his opportunity for killing the bill, 
had it called up by the representative of Van Buren county, 
and it was ‘‘indefinitely postponed.’’ 

During the next two years, or between legislatures, a suit 
was brought by the State of Iowa, assisted by W. L. Read, 
who represented the interests of the sportsmen and fishermen, 
for the purpose of compelling the Meek Brothers to put @ 
fishway in their dam; but the suit was lost on the grounds 
that the Meeks claimed, among other things, an ‘‘adjudica- 
tion,’’ in that some years before Fish Commissioner Griggs 
had brought suit against them for maintaining a nuisance, in 
that they had no fishway in their dam. The justice of the 
peace decided in favor of the defendants, and as the Fish 
Commissioner did not appeal the case as he should have done, 
but allowed it to so remain until too late, the case was con- 
sidered as adjudicated and was so held by the court. An ap- 
peal was taken to the Supreme Court and the decision of 
the lower court was affirmed, notwithstanding some of the © 
leading lawyers of the State declared that the ‘‘decision was 
badly strained.’’ Yet law is law, and if the Supreme Judges 
were convinced that there had been an ‘‘adjudication,’’ noth- 
ing more was to be said; and the fishermen, while bitterly dis- 
appointed, bided their time. 


RUINS OF BONAPARTE DAM AS IT NOW APPEARS. 
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When the legislature assembled in 1902, a new and some- 
what novel departure was taken. Early in the session at the 
request of a representative of the fishermen, Senator Blanch- 
ard of Mahaska, in the kindness of his heart, introduced a 
bill condemning such portion of the Bonaparte dam as was 
necessary for a fishway, the expense of which was to be borne 
by the State of Iowa, the work to be done under the super- 
vision of the Fish and Game Warden and approved by the 
Governor. After the bill had been submitted to the Attorney 
General for his approval, it was introduced in the Senate. 
At one of the morning sessions, when petitions were in order, 
the ‘‘Senator from Mahaska,’’ without the semblance of a 
smile, arose and said: ‘‘Mr. Speaker: I have here a petition 
from some of my constituents living below the Bonaparte 
dam which I would like to introduce and have read,’’ and 
he very gravely handed the following to a waiting page, who 
took it to the reading clerk’s desk, where it was read while 
the ‘‘grave and reverend seigniors’’ smiled quietly: 


PETITION. 
Said the Pickerel to the Catfish: 
‘‘T heard rare news today; 
That the dam down here at Bonaparte 
Will have a good fish-way! 
I can’t be pious here below: 
For staying where I am 
I bump against that structure 
And invariably say ‘Dam!’ ”’ 
Then the game fish fell to shouting 
At the good news they had heard— 
The Catfish opened wide his mouth, 
But never gasped a word! 


Said the Quillback to the Sucker: 
‘‘T hate to be confined 

To this one spot forever— 
I’m afraid I’ll lose my mind; 

This dam roaring makes my head ache? ’— 
‘Say, look here,’’ said the Bass: 

“¢Ask the Fish and Game Committees 
To give us all a pass! ’’ 

Then the Quillback took the bandage 
From off his aching head— 

‘Youre a scaly lot of fellows!’’ 
The big-mouthed Catfish said. 
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Said the Salmon to the Goggle Eye: 
‘«When this fish-way is in place, 

I’ll strike out for headwaters 
At a good two-forty pace! 

The dam roaring and head-thumping 
Will ne’er again be mine— 

And perhaps our friends, the fishermen, 
Will be dropping us a line! ’’ 

Then the game fish burst out laughing, 
Nodding each expectant head— 

‘“Meeks will roar much louder than the dam!’’ 
The grinning Catfish said. 


Said the Mullet to the Catfish: 

“<T’ve just heard something new; 
That the Fish Clubs and Game Warden 
Have been making ‘game’ of you; 
That the ‘Sucker Tribe’ you’ve shaken 

And you’re classed with Pike and Bass! ’’ 
Then said the smiling Catfish: ‘‘ Yes, 

I’m swimming in that class! ’’ 
Then the Eel began to grumble 

About this new-found preference— 
‘“Well, a big mouth,’’ said the Mullet, 

““Often stands in stead of sense! ’’ 


When the fish-way had been finished, 
And the Meeks had shed their tears, 

There was the biggest ‘‘ Fish Convention’’ 
That had been held for years; 

With their loins now firmly girded, 
And in each fin a staff, 

They prepared to give ‘‘Old Bonaparte’’ 
The ‘‘Grand Razzle-Dazzle’’ laugh! 

As they elimbed the road to freedom 
Everybody had to smile; 

For the glad flip-flapping of their tails 
Could be heard for half a mile! 


The bill passed the Senate without a dissenting vote on 


March 8th. When it reached the House the ‘‘Petition’’ hap- 
pened to strike the ‘‘funny bone’’ of Representative Marlin 
J. Sweeley of Woodbury county, who had a genius for humor- 
ous rhyming, and who wrote a reply to it, which, in turn, 
was responded to by the author of the ‘‘Petition,’’ and before 
the fun terminated there had been written six ‘‘dam elegies,’’ 
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as they were called. The House passed the bill unanimously, 
on the 22d of March, upon which the Des Moines correspond- _ 
ent of The Chicago Tribune announced, that for the first 
time in the history of Iowa legislation an act had been passed 
because of arguments in doggerel! The bill was duly signed 
by the Governor and became a law in the regular way. 

When the sheriff of Van Buren county called the jury 
together for condemnatory proceedings, he must have se- 
lected those of great wisdom and especially well qualified in 
the valuing of water power property, as they brought in a 
verdict of $40,000 for the space to be occupied by the pro- 
posed fishway. No doubt the Meek Brothers were justified 
in asking this price if they believed the proposed fishway 
would ruin their dam. They are honest men and the prop- 
erty was their own; yet there is some inconsistency in their 
offering the entire structure a few years before for $25,000 
and later asking $40,000 for a few feet of it! 

In the meantime the never-tiring elements were at work. 
The summer flood of 1902 evidently injured the dam to some 
extent. Then the heavy ice of the spring of 1903 gave it a 
severe battering; this was followed closely by the almost un- 
precedented flood of the same year, which finished what the 
heavy ice gorge had begun earlier in the season, riddling 
the fine structure with numerous holes and finally sweeping 
out the main part of it, leaving the two ends only in their 
natural positions. 

Surely, ‘‘the Lord tempers the wind to the shorn lamb.”’ 
Had the fishway been forced into place before the last two 
floods, the loss of the dam would have been attributed to that, 
by interested parties; and there would probably have been 
a suit for damages, and ‘‘good money’’ thrown away on both 
sides, besides any amount of bitter feeling engendered. 

Thus it will be seen that the elements and the ‘‘gnawing 
tooth of Time’’ have done more in two years than the com- 
bined forces of legislatures, courts and sportsmen, in the last 
sixteen years. There has been no undue hot blood in this 
long fight. It has cost considerable time and money for both 
parties. On the part of the fishermen there have been no 
threats of violence. Had there been, they would have been 
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quickly suppressed. The fishermen have fought the battle 
for the good of the people, patiently and hopefully. On the 
other hand, there has been a dogged determination to fight 
the legal battle to the bitter end, no matter what the cost. 
What the end of it all will be, no man has the wisdom to fore- 
cast. But of this we feel confident, that if the dam is re- 
built by the Meek Brothers, or any one else, there will go 
in it a fishway approved by the Governor, and the Fish and 
Game Warden of the State of Iowa. 

If such a contest was worth entering into, it is believed 
to be worth recording and that is why the writer, at the re- 
quest of a friend, dips his pen in ink once more, and it is. 
hoped for the last time, on this subject. He is in no wise 
ashamed of the prolonged part he has taken in this contest. 
If good has come of his efforts, well. If not, let the axiom 
of more than two thousand years ago be remembered: ‘‘It 
is expedient that one man should die for the people.’’ 


A DEpuTATION of ten or twelve individuals, from the Six 
Nations of Indians, residing in the State of New York, and 
at Green Bay, passed this place a few days ago, on board 
the steamer Olive Branch. They were on their way to the 
country beyond the Missouri river, whither they were bound 
for the purpose of viewing the lands offered them by the 
United States Government in exchange for their rich reserva- 
tions at home.—Montrose Western Adventurer, September 9,. 
1837, 


THe Curppewa TREATY.—We have to congratulate the citi-. 
zens of the whole Upper Mississippi valley upon the success. 
of this enterprise. Governor Dodge returned to his home on 
the evening of Thursday last, after a month’s absence, andi 
has brought with him the important information that a treaty 
had been concluded with the Chippewas on the 29th ult., for 
a large portion of their country, computed to be above nine 


millions of acres.—Montrose Western Adventurer, September 
9, 1837. 
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WILLIAM G. WOODWARD 


JUDGE WILLIAM G. WOODWARD. 
BY JUDGE W. F. BRANNAN. 


Judge Woodward was one of the earliest pioneer lawyers: 
who came to Muscatine for the purpose of making it a per- 
manent home for himself and family. He came in 1839. 
The pursuit of health was the inducing cause that impelled 
him to abandon his home, friends and business in Boston, and’ 
the hope that his strength and vigor could be regained in a 
new territory of the far northwest, of which but little was. 
known in the New England states at that time, and which 
had been opened for white settlement only five years before, 
and then only in a narrow strip west of the Mississippi, the 
rest of the territory being Indian reservations. 

He was born in Hanover, New Hampshire, in 1808, and 
graduated with high honors at Dartmouth college. He then 
applied himself closely to the study of the law, and after a 
rigid examination was admitted to the bar. 

He had a full cousin, Benjamin R. Curtis, who was a little 
more than a year younger than himself and who while 
yet a youth, gave promise of intellectual gifts of a remark- 
ably high order. He too studied law, and on his admission 
to the bar, he and Woodward who were strongly attached to- 
each other, entered into a partnership, and concluded to open 
an office in Boston, which they did. They were young, had 
at first few acquaintances in Boston, and had to quietly bear: 
the probation incident to beginners in practice, in a com- 
munity where they were practically unknown. Opportunity 
came to them sooner than they expected when they could be 
heard in a trial at court. The client was poor, but the ques- 
tions at issue were of importance, and the opposing counsel 
had the advantage of long experience. The case was tried 
to the court without a jury. Curtis made the opening argu- 
ment, and the judge who presided listened with great inter- 
est, as did some lawyers who were present, at a speech coming 
from one who looked like a beardless youth. It had the elo- 
quent language of the accomplished scholar, and every propo- 
sition presented was fortified with appropriate authorities, 
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with the skill and force of the studied logician. His opponent 
who had anticipated an easy victory over his youthful looking 
antagonist, was not chagrined at his defeat, when the judge 
announced his conclusion. He extended his hand to Curtis, 
saying, ‘‘ Young man, you seem to be all brain,’’ and the judge, 
when he came down from his seat, said to Curtis, ‘‘You have 
great ability for one of your age; don’t become vain.”’ 

The wonderful capacity of young Curtis spread among 
the lawyers. He was not only treated with marked respect 
by them, but some of them had retainers sent to the new firm 
for assistance in the trial of important and difficult cases. 
The reputation of the law firm of Woodward & Curtis grew 
rapidly, with gratifying results to its members. Clients came 
to them from the wealthy merchants, in cases involving large 
amounts, and from other sources. 

Mr. Woodward now, in 1838, took to himself a wife, 
Miss Arabella Brooks, to whom he had for some time 
been affianced. She was an accomplished young lady who was 
held in general esteem for the high and graceful womanly 
qualities that adorned her character, and made her a favorite 
with all who knew her. 

Mr. Woodward had been enjoying excellent health until 
about a year after his marriage, when an insidious disease, 
not uncommon in that climate, began to manifest itself, as 
he feared. His father had fallen a victim to consumption 
at a comparatively early age, and such had been the fate of 
many near and dear relatives. He at once consulted an emi- 
nent physician, who after a careful examination, confirmed 
his fears. He told Woodward that the disease was yet in its 
incipient stage and that it could be arrested and its progress 
changed only by a change of climate, and that this climatic 
change should be made without delay. He had to turn his 
back upon the prosperity that shed its bright colors for the 
future, and the high rank in his profession which his firm 
was rapidly attaining. He felt that all these considerations 
must give way to a sense of duty which he owed to the wife 
he had recently married. She concurred with him that his 
health was an object of the highest concern. He wrote at 
once to Mr. Brownell, whose wife was a sister to Mrs. Wood- 
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ward, and who for years had been, and was still a resident 
of Iowa. He sent a prompt answer that the climate of Iowa 
was redolent with health; that the strong heavy damps of the 
Atlantic coast, that bred fatal disease, had no existence in 
Iowa. He spoke in the highest terms of the fertility of the 
soil, with its gentle undulating surface, and of the picturesque 
scenery. 

On the receipt of Mr. Brownell’s letter, he and his wife 
at once started for Iowa, and on reaching Keokuk, where 
Mr. Brownell was then living, stopped with him, and by his. 
advice rode up to Muscatine (then known as Bloomington) 
and concluded to make that his home. He bought a choice 
lot on the river front and built a house in which he lived 
the rest of his days. 

He found the town with a small population and modest 
houses but of ‘‘great expectations.’’ There were young law- 
yers, some of whom remained while others sought more pro- 
ductive pastures. The emoluments of the lawyers were such 
as to enforce rigid economy. But Mr. Woodward found what 
he most needed, a pure and health-giving atmosphere, and a 
conquest over the threatened disease. He jogged along quietly 
like the rest of the lawyers. He did not, however, remain 
unknown and unappreciated. 

The first session of the legislature of the State paid a high 
and worthy compliment to Mr. Woodward. It passed an act 
creating a commission to consist of three to frame a complete 
code of laws for the new State. It was conceded that peculiar 
ability and fitness should be made the test in selecting the 
members of this commission. The democrats controlled both 
legislative branches. Charles Mason, of Burlington, who had 
been Chief Justice of the territory for years, William G. 
Woodward, and Stephen Hempstead, of Dubuque, an eminent 
lawyer, constituted the commission. Mason and Hempstead 
were democrats and Woodward was a whig. Hempstead was. 
elected the second Governor of the State. The work required 
time and study, great care for its labors, and when completed 
was reported to, examined by, and met the approval of the 
legislature. 

Mr. Woodward was chosen to prepare the marginal notes, 
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arrange in proper divisions, index and superintend its pub- 
lication. When published it was called the Code of 1851. 

The legislature was named the General Assembly in the 
constitution under which Iowa was admitted as a State, and 
the power was conferred upon it of electing the judges of 
the supreme court. The democratic party, which had hitherto 
dominated the politics of the Territory and State, had lost 
its supremacy in 1854, and its opponents came into power. 
The terms of the three supreme judges, all democrats, were 
about to expire, and the legislature in the month of January, 
1855, convened as one body, and on the vote for chief jus- 
tice, George G. Wright received 53 votes and Mr. Woodward 
51 votes, and Judge Wright having received the larger vote, 
became chief justice and Woodward associate supreme judge. 
The vote for the third judge was split among a number of 
candidates and it took a week or more to secure an election. 
Judge Wright told me, at the funeral of Judge Grant at 
Davenport, that at his first election to the supreme bench, he 
was present, that he expected Judge Woodward would be 
elected chief justice, and he was greatly surprised at his own 
election to that position, and further, that he never knew how 
it happened. 

Judge Woodward served six years on the supreme bench. 
He had his share of the opinions to write. Those he wrote 
were drawn in scholarly language, bore ample evidence of the 
care he bestowed in coming to just conclusions, and the clear- 
ness with which they were expressed. 

In 1861 he was elected to the State senate from Muscatine 
county, but resigned in 1863 to accept the more lucrative po- 
sition of clerk of the Circuit Court of the United States. He 
died on the 24th of February, 1871. Death had robbed him 
of his excellent wife on the 31st of March of the preceding 
year. 

I never heard Judge Woodward deliver a speech in or out 
of court. I came to Iowa a few months after he had been 
placed on the bench. He had a case then pending in the 
district court in which he took great interest. His position 
as one of the judges of the supreme court precluded him from 
taking a part in the trial, and Judge Grant, of Davenport, 
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was retained as counsel in the case. I was called into the 
ease, not so much to aid in the case, but to keep watch over 
it. I was present at their conferences, but was simply a lis- 
tener, although I noted all that was said. Judge Woodward’s 
face always wore an expression that invited cordiality, and 
a polished but gentle manner that made no distinction be- 
tween individuals. He had a quiet dignity that won respect 
without anything like assumption to mar it. 

He had always been a great reader and his mind was stored 
with useful information. In social life, he had fine conversa- 
tional powers and could readily interest an intelligent com- 
pany on topics relating to science, history or physics, and even 
politics. Visitors at his home always met with a pleasant 
reception, and no efforts were spared for rational enjoyment. 

Judge J. Scott Richman commenced his law practice in 
Muscatine the same year th@t Woodward did, in 1839, and 
they were much together. He tells me that Woodward had 
a high sense of the professional ethics that should govern a 
lawyer, and that he could not be persuaded to bring a suit 
unless he had good reason to believe that it would be suc- 
cessful, and that he would not seek to win a case by unfair 
means. He also says that Woodward was a smooth, easy 
talker, improving with time, and that his arguments showed 
earnest research for the law applicable to the case. If there 
was material conflict in the testimony, he sought to discover 
where the truth lay, by mild means and not by abuse. Judge 
Richman further states that Mr. Woodward from the be- 
ginning, by his courteous deportment, was treated with a de- 
gree of deference that was seldom accorded to any of his legal 
brethren. 

The strong attachment that existed between Woodward and 
young Curtis, and the fact that they united as partners in 
the legal profession, and the wonderful talents that were de- 
veloped in Curtis at an early age, have been referred to. It 
may not be amiss to trace the career of Curtis after the part- 
nership ceased and more than a thousand miles lay between 


-them. Woodward was conscious of the lofty professional 


heights that could be scaled by Curtis. It is more than likely 
that a correspondence was had between them. Woodward 
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learned that Curtis, instead of moving forward by degrees, 
leaped forward by bounds, and before he was thirty stood 
in the foremost ranks of his profession, the equal of the ablest. 
He applied himself closely to his profession and an enormous. 
amount of business came to him. He was a decided whig, but 
he mingled but little in politics. On the death of Judge Wood- 
bury a vacancy was created in the Supreme Court of the 
United States, and the vacant seat was offered to him. It 
required a great deal of persuasion to induce him to accept 
the appointment, and President Fillmore in 1851, signed his. 
commission. The office was not to his taste, and in 1857 he re- 
signed and resumed practice. He was on the supreme bench 
when the celebrated Dred Scott case was before the Supreme 
Court. The dissenting opinion of Judge Curtis was widely 
read and warmly commended. In 1868 he was one of the 
counsel that defended President Johnson when his impeach- 
ment was sought on certain charges filed and presented against 
him by the House of Representatives. The speech of Judge 
Curtis had an effect that doubtless contributed to defeat the 
impeachment of President Johnson, and Johnson was allowed 
to fill out the few months of his term. 

A negro was in 1848 arrested in Muscatine as a fugitive 
slave, on a warrant issued by D. C. Cloud, who was justice 
of the peace. His owner lived in St. Louis, Missouri. He was 
not at the trial and the case -was dismissed. J. Scott Rich- 
man and W. G. Woodward appeared for the negro. An ap- 
peal was taken, but nothing was done with it. The negro 
was discharged as a free man. The feeling in the community 
was naturally very strong for the negro. It was, I believe,. 
the second and last case where the fugitive slave law was de- 
clared inoperative in Iowa. 

Of Judge Woodward it may be truly said that his dis- 
position was mild, incapable of intended offense, either in 
word or manner, and conciliatory to the last degree. 
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THE CODE OF 1851. 


The interesting article on the life and services of Judge 
Wm. G. Woodward, contributed to the foregoing pages by 
Judge W. F. Brannan, recalls again the noteworthy work of 
lowa’s first Code Commission appointed by the first General 
Assembly, in 1848, whose report in 1850 became the Code of 
1851. When Iowa became a State the people had a miscellany 
of laws, an accumulation of ill-assorted, over-lapping and re- 
dundant acts that had been added to the acts first adopted, 
namely, those in force in the old territory of Wisconsin. , The 
forms of procedure had been brought from the older Eastern 
States and were a mixture of Southern and Northern court 
practices, altogether a system that was cumbersome and 
expensive. Moved, doubtless, both by the latter considerations 
and by the agitation for codification, led, at that time, by 
David Dudley Field of New York, Iowa was almost the pioneer 
in codification. The legislature gave the commission power 
‘to draft, revise and prepare a code of laws’’ and most thor- 
oughly and vigorously did they execute their important task. 
The laws were re-written and re-organized, being condensed, 
clarified and classified under logical categories. Judge Emlin 
McClain, now a member of our Supreme Court, and for many 
years a distinguished publicist and himself the author of an 
annotated code, has said that ‘‘the Code of 1851 is a model of 
plain and unambiguous statement, in direct and clear language, 
of the rules and legal propositions which are attempted to 
be laid down. So satisfactory has been the work done, that 
while these sections have been overlaid by subsequent legisla- 
tion, they have been largely retained in the Revision of 1860, 
the Code of 1873 and the Code of 1897 as the.best statement of 
that portion of the law which they are intended to cover.’’ 

The Commission not only applied the knife vigorously in 
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reducing the verbiage of the early statutes and gave it lucid 
and logical form, but they introduced a number of radical re- 
forms. They swept aside the elaborate modes of procedure 
reported from the older states and secured simplicity in pro- 
cess in ordinary civil actions and in criminal proceedings. In 
the conduct of government, outside the province of the courts, 
they provided, at least the Code as adopted so provided, for 
some revolutionary changes in methods of administration. 
The two reforms that eventually aroused great public dis- 
cussion were the establishment of the County Judge system 
and the new methods of taxation and financial administration 
in the collection and distribution of taxes. In both instances 
the conspicuous fact was the marked increase in centralized 
authority at the expense of the autonomy of minor political 
units. 

Prof. H. M. Bowman, of Amherst College, declares that 
the Code of 1851 is ‘‘justly famous.’’ But he states that ‘‘its 
chief title to fame lies in the fact that it marked the abandon- 
ment of the common law.’’ We doubt if this assertion is war- 
ranted. The Commission compiled, restated and enacted in 
fine form the administrative law of the State and local govern- 
ments, and it codified the forms and methods of procedure in 
civil and criminal actions. But their Code did not mark the 
abandonment of the common law in Iowa. What it did mark 
was the discontinuance of the common law procedure in civil 
actions. The common law prevails in Iowa today in so far as 
its rules or principles are not inconsistent with or have not 
been superseded by statutory provisions. The Commissioners 
of 1848 did not attempt to produce a code that should as- 
semble and include all of the general principles of law govern- 
ing man in his relations to property and his fellows, a con- 
summation hoped for by David Dudley Field and our own 
Judge John F. Dillon. 


ROBERT LUCAS—THE MAN. 


The discovery of the journals of Robert Lucas, reviewed 
at length elsewhere, has given us much new light upon the 
character of our first Governor, light that reveals a finer type 
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of man and public servant than he has heretofore been con- 
sidered. From the very outset of his career as territorial 
Governor the fates served him many tricks. The peculiar 
conduct of the Secretary of the Territory, Wm. Conway, and 
his apparently flagrant attempt at usurpation of the guberna- 
torial office, the collision with the legislature and the eventual 
triumph of his enemies, all converged to create general popu- 
lar prejudice against Governor Lucas, and tradition has not 
lessened it materially. His compatriots in opposition regarded 
him as a contentious, narrow-minded, overly exacting and 
stubborn man. 

In the Journal of the War of 1812 one is impressed with 
various mental and moral characteristics that always dis- 
tinguish Robert Lucas the man. He was methodical and pre- 
cise and reserved in his conduct. He was concise in speech 
and cautious in characterization of men if his expressions 
were adverse. He was conscientious and gave to the per- 
formance of any duty anxious and scrupulous attention. Con- 
duct that smacked of insubordination or self-seeking was not 
tolerated by him even when he might easily have gained tem- 
porary, worldly advantage thereby. This noteworthy trait 
in his character was strikingly shown early on the march to- 
wards Detroit, when on May 21 he was ‘‘solicited by Governor 
Meigs and Colo. Cass to assist in Detaching a part of Colo. 
McArthur’s Regt. and attaching th[e]m to Colo. Cass’ * * * 
and promised me the Command of the best Batallion in 
the Army if I would Consent to which I replied tha[t] when I 
engaged as a volunteer it was neither with a view to gain rank 
or emolum|[e]nt but purely to serve my country.’’ This was not 
pietistic patriotism or pharasaical cant, for although he was 
a regularly commissioned Captain in the United States Army 
and a Brigadier General in the militia of Ohio he had put 
aside ambition for personal distinction which he might have 
secured without much effort and had promptly enlisted as a 
private. 

There is a complete absence of animosity or egotistical 
boasting, guile or sharp practice. There are no carping com- 
plaints or envious reflections. Yet when men and things are 
at fault, progress is halting, dangers needlessly incurred and 
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the management of affairs is at cross purposes he speaks out 
clearly, exactly and vigorously. Now and then he writes with 
deep feeling. His indignation was intense when he realized 
the result of Hull’s treachery or stupid generalship at De- 
troit. But the narrative throughout all the trials and mis- 
fortunes exhibits a dignity, a fine self-control, an earnestness 
of character and purpose that compels admiration. In his 
letters to the Secretary of War and to James Foster after his. 
return to Portsmouth, Ohio, after his escape from Detroit, 
one finds no self-laudation, no superlative and promiscuous 
denunciation of men or measures and no sly insinuations de- 
rogatory of companions or superiors, but a straightforward, 
serious, comprehensive and convincing recital of facts and ob- 
servations. The rugged, somewhat uncouth narrative of the 
Journal shows us a man and a character thoroughly admirable. 

The Journal of Robert Lueas, ‘‘Governor of Iowa terri- 
tory,’’ displays the same man and the same character. Exact- 
ness, promptness, scrupulous observance of the precise duties. 
of his office, rigid insistence upon regularity, lack of sympathy 
with questionable proceedings, strict construction of govern- 
mental powers, resistance of insidious interference with offi- 
cial prerogative or of disregard of the organic law; these 
traits all stand out conspicuously. He is ‘‘anxious to commence 
official duties in a regular manner.’’ He will not express an 
opinion on a legislative contest because he ‘‘would be travel- 
ing out of my appropriate sphere of duty.’’ One may have 
various views as to the wisdom or correctness of Governor 
Lucas’ vetoes that caused so much friction throughout his term 
as chief executive of the Territory, but there can scarcely 
be two opinions as to the candor, consistency and conscientious. 
character of his course. Governor Lucas was not what now-a- 
days would be called a good politician. He lacked various 
important elements that make for popularity in a publie 
official. Whether it was his Scotch-Irish nature and his no- 
tions of right and wrong or his military training, he could not 
coddle the public. He was not pliable, nor was he given to 
dodging or hedging when any matter presented itself to him 
that called for his official action or expression, his attitude 
or action was unequivocal, immediate and irrevocable. His 
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one concern was the law. And he could not and would not 
make himself think that the adverse opinion of the legisla- 
ture was necessarily vox dei, if the law plainly said the con- 
trary. Nor would he admit that a count of heads gave one 
the better of an argument, even if the fates decreed his re- 
moval. 

In his communications answering charges made against 
him by his belligerent opponents, he expresses his dissent 
in language that is always notable for its restraint under 
rather irritating circumstances. His enemies did not always 
proceed against him openly. Many of their criticisms he re- 
fuses to notice because he deems it beneath his dignity to char- 
acterize them. His irony is pungent at times when he refers 
to legislative proceedings taken not with a view to the publie 
welfare, but solely with a view to trapping him. 


AN ALMOST FORGOTTEN CONTEST. 


Elsewhere in this number, Mr. Tacitus Hussey of Des 
Moines, relates the history of the effort of Iowa fishermen 
and sportsmen to secure a fishway in the dam across the 
Des Moines river at Bentonsport. This fight was a long one 
and unsuccessful. It was led from beginning to end by Mr. 
Hussey, who tells the story in his pleasant style. The Bona- 
parte Dam was one that was built to render the Des Moines 
river navigable under the old scheme of improvement. It 
was erected before any special interest was taken in the direc- 
tion of fishing. When the fishermen discovered that it was 
an obstacle in the way of the fishes in their spring migration 
up stream, they were very anxious to have a fishway con- 
structed, or to have the dam removed. The Messrs. Meek, 
however, had purchased it at an authorized auction sale, and 
were averse to incurring any expense in the matter of es- 
tablishing a fishway. They had legal rights in the premises 
which could not be molested, as Mr. Hussey conclusively 
shows. The dam, therefore, remained until the high water 
of 1903 when it was partially swept away. It has never been 
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reconstructed and will probably never be,—a result which 
will be entirely satisfactory to the fishermen. 

Beginning with pioneer times, several generations of the 
Meek family have been engaged in large business operations 
at Bonaparte. Their flouring mill and woolen factory was 
one of the most important pioneer enterprises ever under- 
taken in southern Iowa. They always performed excellent 
work, whether in the manufacture of woolen cloths or bread- 
stuffs. Their customers came from long distances in north- 
ern Missouri and southern Iowa. Searcely another business 
enterprise could have been of so much importance to the 
pioneers. Early settlers always speak of the Meeks in terms 
of the highest respect, paying just tributes to the importance 
of their mill and factory. Even the fishermen themselves. 
no longer indulge in any expressions regarding the Meeks ex- 
cept those of highest commendation. 


NEW PUBLICATIONS. | 


THE JOURNALS OF GOVERNOR ROBERT LUCAS. 


The Robert Lucas Journal of the War of 1812, During the Campaign 
Under General William Hull. Edited by John C. Parish, p. IX, 108. 
Published at Iowa City, Iowa, in 1906, by the State Historical Society 
of Iowa. Edition limited to 400 copies. 

Executive Journal of Iowa, 1838-1841. Edited by Benjamin F. Sham- 
baugh, Professor of Political Science in the State University of Iowa,. 
pp. XXV, 841. Published at Iowa City, Iowa, in 1906, by the State 
Historical Society of Iowa. 

The Historical Society at Iowa City is indeed to be congratulated 
upon the good fortune that has enabled it to publish these Journals of 
Governor Robert Lucas, and the public is under lasting obligations to- 
Mr. Parish and Dr. Shambaugh for their labors in discovery and prepara- 
tion for the press. The Journal of the War of 1812 is reprinted from 
Professor Shambaugh’s Journal of History and Politics. Both volumes 
appear in handsome form. The binding is attractive and firm. The 
paper is ‘‘Old Stratford,’’ heavy and compact, hand-made, with deckle 
edges and gilt tops. The type is large and clear, the lines are leaded 
and the margins broad. These volumes are in fact editions de luae by 
far excelling anything heretofore put out by the Historical Society. 
Certainly, if it is necessary or peremptorily desirable that documentary 
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material be thus reproduced one must be captious or eccentric who 
would not prefer these fine tomes. 

The Journals constitute important additions to our stock of original 
materials bearing upon our national and state history at critical stages. 
They illuminate or maké possible more satisfactory explanations of 
events heretofore perplexing or but partially understood. More than 
this, they bring out in strong relief the sturdy character of Iowa’s first 
chief magistrate, who, if we err not, has been greatly underrated alike 
by contemporaries and historians, because of his collisions with the ter- 
ritorial legislature and his stubborn adherence to his own views in his 
many controversies with the first lawmakers throughout his term of 
office as Governor. 

The general, special or relative values of the two Journals cannot 
be easily measured and perhaps no gain would result by such estimates. 
To one interested in studying the nature and course of events in the 
‘‘disastrous eampaign’’ that concluded in the ‘‘general wreck of the 
Northwestern Army’’ at Detroit, ‘‘The Journal of the War of 1812’’ is 
of inestimable value. But-of like value is the ‘‘Executive Journal’’ to 
the student searching for the major facts and predominant influences 
determining the political history of Iowa from July 17, 1838, to June 
18, 1841. The Journal of Captain, Brigadier General and Private (for 
such he was simultaneously), Robert Lucas far excells in dramatic in- 
terest the Executive Journal of Governor Robert Lucas. In the former, 
although the recital is given in concise, intermittent, rough narrative, 
. the blood begins to run faster as the story of the march proceeds and 
the campaign culminates in the capitulation that amazed and outraged 
‘<the Patriotic army’’ under General Hull: while in the latter Journal 
the accounts and discussions in letters, messages, memoranda and procla- 
mations, while enlightening and important, stir one but little. 

The editors tell us little or nothing of the reasons for the develop- 
ment of the whereabouts or the mode of discovery of these Journals and 
it is not idle curiosity wholly to wish for more information. What led 
to their discovery? Who exhumed them—the respective editors or some 
one of the descendants of Robert Lucas? We should naturally infer 
that Mr. Parish unearthed the Journal he edits and Professor Sham- 
baugh the collection he edits. On the other hand, it is not unlikely that 
Mr. Parish discovered both documents. Further, were they discovered 
by accident while rummaging the trunks and receptavles in the attics and 
cellars of the owners or were they secured as a result of direct search 
for them? ‘There is no reason to doubt their authenticity, nevertheless 
fuller information respecting such details would have been most ap- 
propriate in the explanatory data supplied by the editors. , 

The Journal of the War of 1812 begins April 25, 1812, in ‘¢Seioto 
county,’’ Ohio, and closes under date of Sept. 4, 1812, at Portsmouth, 
where the writer had ‘‘safe arrived, ete.’? Lucas was with the Army 
of Detroit when Hull surrendered but he avoided transportation to 
prison by flight as he ‘¢had no inclination to go with such Detestable 
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Enemies as the British, to Quebec as a prisoner of war.’’ The Journal 
is almost a daily account of his journeyings. There are but two serious 
breaks in the narrative, viz., from June 7 to June 13, and from July 
27 to Aug. 3. The entries of the first month are generally quite brief, 
the notations and references in many instances making no more than 
four, three or two lines, and now and then one line. Thus on May 20, 
he notes simply but significantly ‘‘Done my duty with the army.’’ The 
narrative throws interesting side-lights on many men and subjects—on 
methods of dealing with Indians, on the character of the western mili- 
tia and volunteer soldiers, on the character of army organization, on 
the lack of discipline and the enervating effects of favoritism, and 
rivalry of local and popular leaders. It would be presumptuous perhaps 
to say that the assertions of this eye-witness and keenly interested offi- 
eer alone warrants the conclusions that General Hull was guilty of 
treachery in surrendering Detroit, yet this recital of facts and first hand 
impressions and observations, seems to make one of three conclusions 
necessary: He was utterly incompetent and gave up supinely; or, he 
was completely befogged by misinformation or temporarily unbalanced 
by his perplexities; or, he was guilty of the treachery with which his 
compatriots charged him. ‘‘ Never was there officers more Solicitous,’’ 
says Lucas, ‘‘or more united than our Patriotic Colonels (and indeed 
the whole army) have been both of the Regulars and Volunteers, to 
promote the Public good, neither was there ever men of talents as they are 
so shamefully opposed by an imbesile or treacherous commander as they 
have been.’’ This declaration of Lueas is enhanced by his habit of 
cautious judgment and the evidence of general freedom from rancor or 
self-seeking in his notes and reflections. ’ 

Three interesting letters in appendices, one by Governor Meigs refer- 
ring to General Lucas, and two long letters by Lucas further describing 
the events incident to the surrender of Detroit; facsimiles of the first 
and last pages of the original Journal, maps of the routes of Lueas and 
of Hull’s army and of the region from Detroit to Browntown and St. 
Malden on the Detroit river, and an index of 9 pages increase the value 
and usefulness of the Journal. One is curious whether the maps (pp. IT, 23) 
are taken from the original Journal or from contemporary prints, or 
have been constructed by the editor from data afforded in the Journal. 

This volume that Professor Shambaugh entitles ‘‘Exeeutive Journal, 
1838-1841,’’ consists of a miscellany of copies of certificates of elee- 
tion, commissions, letters, memorials, messages to the legislature, oaths 
of office, proclamations, together with an appendix containing a ‘‘Memo- 
randum’’ or schedule of legislative bills on which Governor Lucas took 
action, The real title of the volume from which the contents of this 
Journal are taken is ‘‘Copy of Ex[ec]utive Letters’’: a title more ae- 
curate as a description than the arbitrary designation of the editor. The 
Jatter appreciates this fact but he takes the original volume to be in 
effect the ‘‘Record’’ which the Organie Act establishing the territory 
directed the Secretary to keep, but which, so far as known, was not done. 
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Impatient because such a record was not kept by Wm. Conway, the offi- 
ial charged with the duty, Governor Lucas, doubtless for prudential 
reasons, systematically made copies of most of his important communica- 
tions in his copy-book. It is with one exception the contents of his 
‘copy-book or letter-press that we have here. The messages and procla- 
mations were in essence communications no less than the letters included. 
‘The book containing them, in the absence of the ‘‘Record’’ required, 
‘was, of course, a fair equivalent or substitute but it is stretching terms 
not a little to designate this collection as a ‘‘Journal.’’ 

Professor Shambaugh does not misrepresent the facts in his edi- 
torial preface, but one gains an impression on reading his enthusiastic 
expressions anent the discovery of the manuscript record that this Journal 
contains documentary materials hitherto entirely hidden, or unavaila- 
ble—henee its value and his joy on its discovery. There is nothing in 
the preface to indicate that a large portion of these pages has always 
been available in the Journals of the Territorial Council and of the 
House of Representatives and in the ‘‘ Messages’’ recently collected and 
‘published by the editor himself. This Executive Journal contains 279 
pages, and approximately 150 pages of its contents are found in 
Volume I of the editor’s edition of the Messages between pages 75 
and 246 thereof. Comparison of the contents of this Journal with the 
-documents in the Messages is not easy, because the chronological order 
is followed in the former and the topical order in the latter. It 
would have added greatly to the usefulness of the Journal if a com- 
parative schedule showing the messages found herein that are lacking 
in the Messages, and vice versa. Besides the numerous notes acknowl- 
edging receipt of acts or resolutions transmitted to him by the Council 
or lower House, four messages seem lacking in this Journal that are 
found in the Messages. On the other hand, if my count is correct, this 
Journal discloses some 10 formal public communications not given in 
the collected messages of Lucas. 

The editor’s comments in the foot-notes are almost wholly confined 
+o elucidation of verbal obscurities in the transcripts of the original 
copy. We are not informed whether there has been any systematic com- 
parison of the text with other manuscripts or printed copies. In one 
instance at least I find slight textual differences. In the collected Mes- 
sages (Vol. I, p. 175) a communication addressed to the ‘‘ Legislative 
Assembly,’’ dated ‘‘Dee. 20, 1839,’’ appears in this Journal as addressed 
+o the ‘‘House of Representatives of the Legislative Assembly’’ under 
date of ‘Dee. 21, 1839.’’ Again in the former Governor Lucas is com- 
pelled to veto the act because of a ‘¢gonscientious sense of duty,’’ while 
jn the latter he is constrained so to do by reason of a ‘‘conscious sense’’ 
of duty. Such discrepancies may be slight and unimportant, and they 
may be exceedingly important, depending upon the matters in con- 
troversy or doubt. 

The great value of the Executive Journal lies largely in the many let- 
ters of Governor Lucas wherein we may find his statements of the facts 
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as he saw them and his explanations or arguments in justification of his 
course in the various controversies he aroused and maintained during 
his gubernatorial career. In his collision with the Legislature, the prac- 
tical outcome for him personally was discomfiture and defeat. The 
opposition was successful in securing a limitation of his powers by Con- 
gress. The political revolution in the country at large that took place in 
1840 enabled his opponents to enforce his retirement. The public, judg- 
ing simply by the contrary drifts of public sentiment, has not unnaturally 
concluded that our first governor was not only wrong, but was more 
than firm, pig-headed. It is fallacious, of course, to depend solely upon 
the printed or written records in measuring the faults or merits of 
political conduct because so much that is vital takes place sub rosa, or 
behind the curtains and in obscure recesses of which no record is made 
and hence correct interpretation ex post facto is exceedingly difficult. 
But an impartial study of Governor Lucas’ letters and messages must 
convince one that he had solid ground in law, if not in fact, for his op- 
position to so many of the legislative bills presented to him. These let- 
ters in his own defense seem not to have been initial communications on 
his part, but in each case to have been written in response to official in- 
quiry of his superiors at Washington. There is a fine dignity, and 
reserve of manner in his explanations, although his arguments and re- 
joinders are keen and his irony cutting at times. One cannot but think 
of the striking similarity in points of character and conduct, in the cir- 
cumstances and experiences in the careers of Robert Lucas and Arthur 
St.Clair, the first Governor of the Northwest Territory. Both men 
were Scotchmen, and made of staunch stuff; both were firm to stub- 
bornness in any course they deliberately undertook; both were con- 
scientious and constant in carrying out both the letter and the spirit of 
the laws; both quickly ran counter to the ardent, insistent populace 
heedless or reckless of the law’s injunctions, and both were finally 
worsted and ousted by the belligerent partizans they offended. 


hen F. I. HERRIOTT. 
Drake University. 


THE SOD-COVERED SCHOOLHOUSE. 


Mr. J. W. Ellis, Seeretary and Treasurer of the Maquo- 
keta Valley Pioneer Association, Secretary and Curator of 
the Jackson County Historical Society, sends the following 
communication about the old sod-covered building, the eut of 
which appears on another page. 

By all odds the most important building ereeted in the then village 


of Springfield, later Maquoketa, was the sod-covered log house built 
by J. E. Goodenow and a Mr. Gowen for a blacksmith shop some time 
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in 1838. It was the first schoolhouse, the first blacksmith shop, and the 
first meeting house in what is now the city of Maquoketa. 

This building first stood about where the Servatius store is now lo- 
cated on the east side of Main street and from the evidence of A. H. 
Wilson, A. J. Phillips and George Earl, who are still living here, was 
undoubtedly the third building erected in the village. It was built of 
unhewed logs, first covered with timbers split out of oak trees, and then 
covered with sod, it being the only sod-covered house ever erected in 
Maquoketa. Prior to 1842 it had no floor and but one small window, 
and was first used by Mr. Gowen for a blacksmith and general repair 
shop. Later two men, John and William Abbey, came to the village and 
built a shop and engaged in blacksmithing, and as the business was not 
extensive enough to afford two shops, Mr. Goodenow had an empty 
building on his hands, but not for long. In the spring of 1842 the pop- 
ulation had so increased that a school was a much needed feature in the 
new settlement. Mr. Goodenow very generously offered to donate his 
building for a schoolhouse if those interested would assist in fitting it 
up for that purpose. His proposition was accepted and a floor was put 
in, also two windows, one on each side, made by cutting a section out of 
two logs near the middle and inserting the two parts of an 8 by 10-12 
light window in such a way that one part of the sash would slip by the 
other in order to give ventilation. There was but one door in the build- 
ing, it was made of plank ripped out with a whip-saw by hand, and was 
in the end facing the road near the southwest corner. The seats were 
made by splitting logs in halves, boring holes in the bark side and in- 
serting pegs the proper length for legs, leaving the flat side up. These 
seats were 8 or 10 feet in length without back or foot rest, and would 
accommodate from 6 to 8 pupils each, according to size, if it could be 
galled an accommodation. The desks on which the scholars practised 
writing were made by boring holes in logs the proper height from the 
floor and driving pegs into the logs, and fastening a wide, smooth plank 
on these pegs. The seats were arranged lengthwise about the room. 
When the pupils were studying their lessons they faced inward, and 
when time came for practicing writing, they reversed their positions 
and faced outward. 

The first teacher was a Miss Dennison, a sister of Mrs. Sherwood who 
lived with her family on Section 10, South Fork township, or ‘‘over 


~ in the timber’’ as people would say in those days. Miss Dennison taught 


the spring term in 1842, Miss Catherine Earl taught the second term, 
and Ebenezer Dorr, who later married Miss Earl, taught the winter 
term. The first pupils of the first school taught in Maquoketa were 
Sophia, Laura and John Shaw; Serena, Nancy, Bolivar, Margaret and: 
A. J. Phillips; Mary, Julia and Phebe M’Cloy; Mary, Sarah and Hu- 
bert Pangborn; Sarah Wright, a half-sister to Mrs. J. E. Goodenow; 
Columbus Billups; Henry and Charley Hall; Frank and Matilda Battles; 
Rhoda Effner, and George, Lizzie and Hattie Earl. Mary M’Cloy mar- 
ried Hon. Pierce Mitchell, one of our pioneer merchants. Phebe M’Cloy 
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married Fred Dunham; Julia M’Cloy died. Young Sarah Pangborn 
married Horace Salter, and she is now living in California. Mary 
Pangborn married Fred DeGrush, Hubert Pangborn died before reach- 
ing man’s estate. Sophia Shaw married Judge Joseph Kelso, and still 
lives in Bellevue. Laura married John Broekschmit, and both are now 
living in Cedar Rapids. Helen Wright married Columbus Billups; she 
is dead, he is still living. Henry Hall married a Miss Smith. Nancy 
Phillips married Joel Higgins; both are dead. Serena married Alfred 
Clark, Bolivar married a woman in California, and A. J. married Eliza- 
beth Springer. There might have been other pupils attending the first 
school taught in Maquoketa, but Mr. Phillips, from whom we have ob- 
tained most of this’ information, states that some of the first families © 
only remained a short time and moved on to points farther west. Of 
the pupils of the old sod-covered schoolhouse of 1842, there are 10 or 
12 known to be living, at this writing, but they are scattered over many 
states, most of them on the Pacifie coast. 

The first cabin in what is now the business section of Maquoketa, was 
built in the fall of 1837 by a Mr. Parmeter, and this cabin and the 
¢laim it stood on was sold to J. E. Goodenow in the spring of 1838. The 
next cabin was built by Nelson Brown, and stood where the Jackson 
County Bank now stands. James Sherman, a carpenter, built a small 
frame house in 1838 about where the First National Bank is located 
and in 1842 sold it to John Shaw who used it for a store building. The 
first store in the village was owned and operated by a man named Marr 
who came up from Nauvoo and after looking the field over, said he 
would put in a stock of merchandise if he had a building. Mr. Goode- 
now told him to go for his goods and the store room would be ready 
when he returned. Goodenow had a new corn crib which had not been 
used, and this he fixed up and put in shelving and when Marr returned 
with his stock of goods, the store room was ready for him. Mr. A. H. 
Wilson, who came here in April, 1839, is positive that Marr’s was the 
first store started in the village of Maquoketa, or Springfield as it was— 
then called. 

Mr. Wilson is also positive that the cabin occupied by J. E. Goode- 
now, the Nelson Brown cabin, and the sod-covered cabin that Goodenow 
had built for a blacksmith shop, and the little frame coop, as it was 
called, were the only cabins in the village in 1839. 

An item of history of which I had been entirely ignorant came out in 
a conversation with A. H. Wilson on the 4th of November, 1906, when 
he informed me that the first town site laid out in the Maquoketa valley, 
was made by Nelson Brown prior to 1839. That Brown had surveyed 
and platted a town site about where Dostal’s brewery now stands, and 
had offered town lots for sale in the east before Mr. Goodenow had 
done any surveying for the present site of Maquoketa. Mr. Wilson re- 
calls a visit he had with Brown in 1839. Brown had invited him to 
stay over night with him in his eabin in which he lived alone near the 
banks of the river. Mr, Wilson says when Brown started supper, he put 
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some water in a kettle and some coarse corn meal into the water and 
hung the kettle over the fire and then sat down to visit until the mush 
was cooked. Our old friend says it was the first time he ever saw mush 
made by putting the meal in cold water, but that it tasted very good 
with sweetened water. 

Mr. Wilson states that the first preacher he remembers in the Ma- 
quoketa valley was Simeon Clark; other early day preachers were Rev. 
William Jenkins, Rev. Roberts and Rev. Weed, of whom Amasa Nims. 
and his good wife thought so well that they named a son for him. Rev. 
William Jenkins settled in Perry township in 1839 and preached occa- 
sionally in the sod-covered log cabin, usually coming on horseback with 
a sheep skin for a saddle. Reverend William Salter preached here from 
1843 to 1846, and has a very distinct recollection of the old sod-covered 
log house in which he first preached in the Maquoketa valley. 


HALF BREED LANDS. 


The farming lands in the Half Breed Tract, between the 
Mississippi and Des Moines Rivers, Wisconsin Territory, are 
now offered for sale, at the office of the Des Moines Land 
Company, at Montrose, (formerly Fort Des Moines) head of 
the Des Moines Rapids of the Mississippi River. The terms of 
payment are one-fourth cash at the time of sale, and the bal- 
ance, half.in two, and half in three years, with interest at six 
per cent per annum. There will be a public sale of Lots in 
the towns of Keokuk and Montrose, commencing at Keokuk, 
on Wednesday, September 6th, and closing at Montrose. 

Persons with families, wishing to purchase lands and settle 
on the Half Breed tract, can be accommodated with rooms, or 
dwelling houses, and stabling for horses and eattle, at Mont- 
rose, without charge of rent, for a reasonable time, to erect. 
buildings on such lands as they may purchase. 

JOSEPH AIKEN, 
e Rosert EK. Lirtye, 
Agents. 


Office of the Des Moines Land Company. 


Montrose, June 17th, 1837. 
— Montrose Western Adventurer, August 19, 1837. 
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NOTABLE DEATHS. 


Winuiam A. HunTER was born in Carrollton, Ohio, July 8, 1845; he 
died at Anamosa, Iowa, Sept. 30, 1906. He came with his father’s 
family to Newton, Iowa, in 1857, where he remained until October, 1861, 
when at the age of 17 he enlisted in Co. B, 13th Iowa Infantry. He 
went as a drummer boy, but after the battle of Shiloh he expressed a 
strong desire to lay aside the drum and carry a musket, in which wish 
he was gratified, thereafter serving in the ranks. He participated in 
many battles, before Atlanta, at Pittsburg Landing, Corinth, and was 
with Sherman in the battles before Richmond. He was present at the 
Grand Review in Washington just before the Union armies were mus- 
tered out of the service. He returned to Newton, from which place he 
went to Iowa College, at Grinnell, and took a part of the regular course. 
After leaving college he was engaged as a clerk in Newton, for the 
next year, and afterwards went to Ft. Dodge, where he had an interest 
in a mercantile establishment. He sold out his business in Ft. Dodge 
and returned to Newton, after which he engaged in the drug business 
in Belle Plaine, of which city he served two terms as postmaster. In 
1898, the State legislature elected him for a term of two years as warden 
of the Anamosa penitentiary. He was also re-elected for another term 
of two years. At the expiration of this last term he was appointed to the 
same place by the Board of Control, which continued him in this position 
until the day of his death. From the outset he devoted him- 
self assiduously to the investigation of the many problems involved 
in prison management, both theoretical and practical. His most 
successful reforms were the inauguration of the grade system and 
the banishment of the lock-step. He divided the male inmates into 
three classes, the intermediate class were accorded certain privileges 
and the discarding of prison stripes. Then, another grade above this 
was given still more desirable privileges and clothing practically as un- 
objectionable as an ordinary citizen’s suit. Below these two grades 
was the class of incorrigibles, with prison stripes and limited privileges. 
This latter class involved but a small per cent. of the whole number 
of convicts. His plan worked admirably and gave the prisoners high 
hopes of restoration to the walks of useful and respectable life. Mr. 
Hunter became exceedingly useful in his philanthropic efforts to reform 
those under his charge, and his action met hearty endorsement all over 
the State and in many other states. He represented the State of Iowa 
in many conventions throughout the country where he ably presented 
his views of prison management. It is believed that he was instru- 
mental in discharging many men who were thoroughly reformed and 
ready once more to take responsible positions in the communities where 
they lived. He inspired them with hope from the very start of their 
prison careers and kept them improving until the day of their discharge. 
He made a complete revolution in the management of the average prison 
and his example bids fair to be widely copied throughout the United 
States. The Anamosa Eureka, of October 4, 1906, contains a highly ap- 
preciative notice of the career, life and death of Warden Hunter from 
which we have compiled the facts herein stated. 


— 


JOHN CLINTON SHRADER was born in Washington county, Ohio, 
April 24, 1830; he died at Iowa City, Oct. 30, 1906. He graduated 
from the Marietta (O.) Academy, especially distinguished for his knowl- 
edge of the classics. He settled in Keokuk, Iowa, where he studied 
medicine in the College of Physicians and Surgeons. Later he entered 
the Long Island Hospital in New York City from which he graduated 
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at the head of his class in 1870. When the civil war broke out Dr. 
Shrader was commissioned Captain of Co. H, 22d Iowa Volunteer In- 
fantry, and some time afterwards was made surgeon of the regiment. 
During the Shenandoah campaign under General Sheridan he served as 
operating surgeon as he did in all the engagements in that region. He 
was for a time Hospital Director at Winchester, but was transferred to 
the South, serving at Port Gibson, Champion Hills, Black River, and the 
siege of Vicksburg. After the war he settled in Iowa City where he 
became a distinguished practitioner and an honored and public-spirited cit- 
izen. For twenty-eight years he was connected with the College of 
Medicine of the State University. He was physician of Mercy Hospital 
and health officer of Iowa City, a member of many medical societies in 
this and other states. He was for many years a member of the Iowa 
Commandery of the Military Order of the Loyal Legion. He was a man 
of great public usefulness, both as educator and as physician and surgeon. 
His death was deeply deplored wherever he was known. 


Dantet O. FINcH was born in Unadilla, Otsego county, N. Y., June 
6, 1829; he died in San Francisco, Cal., Nov. 27, 1906. His early educa- 
tion was received in Delaware Institute, Franklin, N. Y., in Oxford 
Academy, Chenango county, N. Y., and in the law office of Judge ©. O. 
Noble, of Unadilla. He afterwards graduated from the Cherry Valley 
law school. In the spring of 1848, he began the practice of his profes- 
sion in Monroe, Wisconsin. In 1851 he removed to Cedar Rapids, Iowa, 
where he was associated with Judge George Greene: in 1853 he located 
in Des Moines, where he became one of the most prominent attorneys and 


democratic politicians of the State. He was first associated in the prac-~ 


tice of the law with Judge Curtis Bates, afterwards with Judge Mitchell, 
Gen. M. M. Crocker, John A. Kasson and other prominent men. All 
through the prolonged litigation connected with the Des Moines River 
Land cases he was chief attorney for the River Land Company. He was 
for a time editor of the Zowa Star, one of the earliest papers published 
in the State. He was a candidate in 1854 for district judge, in 1857 
for state senator, in 1862 for congress. He was delegate to the national 
democratic conventions in 1860, 1864, 1868, and was president of the 
State convention in 1867. From 1885 to 1889 he held the position of 
U. 8S. Attorney for the Southern District of Iowa. From the time that 
he came to Iowa until he retired from public life Mr. Finch was one of 
the most conspicuous leaders of the democratic party of this State. He 
enjoyed a high degree of personal popularity throughout his career. 


Joun H. Leavirr was born in Franklin county, Mass., Oct. 11, 1831; 
he died in Waterloo, Iowa, Sept. 25, 1906. He was reared and educated 
in Massachusetts, and at the age of 23 started west, arriving in Wat- 
erloo in 1854, from which time he was a resident of that city until the 
day of his death. He was one of the early settlers of Black Hawk 
county, and its pioneer banker. His first two years in Iowa were oceu- 
pied by the work of surveying and dealing in real estate. In 1856 he 
started a private bank, which was the foundation of the splendid insti- 
tution of which he was the head at the time of his death. In 1898 the 
institution was reorganized as the Leavitt & Johnson National bank. 
This bank has enjoyed a wide reputation as one of the best financial 
institutions in Iowa. During all these years Mr. Leavitt has remained 
its president. He has always been known as one of the leading business 
men of Waterloo and Black Hawk county. He was public-spirited, 
participating in many of the large business enterprises of that region, 
and a man who always occupied a high place in the public confidence. 


ee 
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Those who knew him well did not consider him as especially anxious: 
for political preferment, but he was nevertheless nominated and elected 
to the State senate, serving in the 14th General Assembly. Possessing 
a genial, social nature, enjoying the highest confidence as a_ business. 
man, he was at once recognized as a leader in the senate. He was a 
charter member of the first Congregational church of Waterloo, with. 
which he had been connected from the first. 


JAMES D. YEOMANS was born in Bennington, Wyoming county, N. Y., 
April 21, 1845; he died in Washington, D. C., Oct. 31, 1906. He was: 
educated in the publie schools of New York. At the age of seventeen 
he was employed on the Erie railroad and for many years continued in 
the work of constructing railways. During the war the Government em- 
ployed him in railroading in the South. In 1888 he removed to Onawa,. 
Iowa, and engaged in stock-raising. He served as State senator in the 
24th and 25th General Assemblies, but on April 2, 1894, before the ex- 
piration of his last term, President Cleveland appointed him a member 
of the Interstate Commerce Commission, He was re-appointed by Presi- 
dent McKinley for a term of six years. While in lowa Judge Yeomans 
was active commercially and organized the Sioux City Jobbers and: 
Manufacturers’ Association, the purpose of which was to prevent dis- 
crimination by railroads against Iowa cities in the making of rates. 


JOHN DOWNEY was born in Belfast, Ireland, in 1834; he died im 
Charleston township, Lee county, Iowa, Oct. 29, 1906. He migrated to- 
this country at the age of twenty, settling at first in the city of New 
York. After two years he went to Ohio, and soon after came to Iowa 
settling in Lee county in the spring of 1857, where he spent the 
remainder of his life. He held many local positions of honor and trust, 
but his principal public service was as State senator, to which position 
he was elected in 18938, serving in the 25th and 26th General Assemblies. 
He was for twenty years justice of the peace of his township. He 
was all his life a democrat and his party honored him with several 
local distinctions. 


Eapert C. SupLow was born in Litchfield county, Conn., Sept. 8, 
1834; he died in Newton, Iowa, Noy. 30, 1906. When a child he moved 
with his parents to Ohio; in 1856 he came to Scott county, Iowa; im 
1869 he settled on a farm near Newton, where he became one of the in- 
fluential and well-known citizens of Jasper county. He served as State- 
senator in the 19th and 20th General Assemblies. 


THOMAS W. JOHNSTON was born in County Mayo, Ireland, in 1840; 
he died in Dubuque, Iowa, Novy. 30, 1906. In early youth he came to- 
America with his parents settling in Indiana and a few years later 
locating on a farm in Dubuque county. He represented Dubuque county 
in the 15th and 16th General Assemblies. For many years he was su- 
perintendent of the county poor farm, 
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